SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


31 -larch 1963 


Dear lane * ■ 

I hear via the Droppings that you are being introduced to the 
position in routine stylef If you can keep your sense of humor you 
will survive in fine shape. I'm getting so that I can laugh off all 
kinds of unreal experiences. Maryanna said that you were interested 
in getting exposed to various parts of the position so here is an 
equipment request from Bob Long. Good luck, it smould be a routine 
purchase but you can never tell. 

I'm sorry to hear that Katie couldn't take the position because 
I'm sure that she would have livened up the office. 1 was also curious 
to see how they would work together (always the scientist). I had 
never thought much about the hatch let before but now I put it in a 
class with Loyalty Oaths and the stupid laws tha^*qualified wives 
can not teach on the same faculties with their husbands. 

I'll meet with you as soon as possible after arrival next 
week to discuss some of the positions and to get briefed on develop¬ 
ments in these areas, I should have additional information on -in's 
plans by that time also, I hope. 

I'm quite encouraged by the response of most of the fellows to 
the changes which have been proposed for the next year, i'll of the 
policies, etc. have gone into effect and results are becoming apparent. 
I am very pleased by the way in which Doug has taken hold of his areas 
of responsibility. -Ie and : *m?g c, are doing all of trneir own planning and 
organizing for the warehousing and so far I've approved of everything. 
Responsibilities and expectations are more definite than they have 
every been and I at least think that I see improvements in attitude of 
most of the fellows. Larry and the other skinners have been out J'T the 
house before 0730 each morning. So far Doug has had no trouble with 
anyone concerning his orders. The problem case (or one of them) is in 
town now so we are waiting to se : what happens wmen he and Doug meet. 

I should have warn'd you tnat I type most of my informal letters 
and that errors and awkward sentences are common. 

See you next week. 

O 














Telegram sent: March 30, 1965 


David Bratley 

Smithsonian Party 

US Coast Guard LGRAN Station 

APO, San Francisco, California 96305 


1) Obtain and send all tide charts since July 1964. 

2) Photograph in color tick habitat. 

3) Where possible photograph close-ups of attachment to host. 

4) Send film to DC for processing. 


Maryanna Smellow 
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Mr* Doug Hrcknan 
P.0. Box 8095 
Waikiki Station 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Bear Doug 
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March 29 , 1965 
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Max tells me you still have the ectoparasite collections from 
the SIC 7 trip. Send, these back to D.C. as soon as you can. Also 
send any that night have come in from the leeward Hawaiian trip. 
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cj Dr, Ely 
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Best regards, 






A.?,. 
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. Anerson, Jr..: 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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Mr. Lorry Huber 
P.G. Box 8095 




Ifcrch 29 . 19^ ; 5 
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Waikiki :tation 
Ko nolulu, Hawaii 96815 


Lear Larry: 

■ ■ ; v- .. 1 i 

* 

Since you are going to Wake for two weeks* X want you to look 

especially for ticke. Bob HeR&rl/me has not collected any on his 

various trips out there and did not report their presence in any of 
his Progress Reports. Shie, however, doesn’t mean that ticks do not 
occur, since Bob night have not looked for then or failed to report 
thm. X will write ala shortly about it. 

5 •„ v .* - IftiJ' •>.. v . i • i * • V ,j : i '■ ' ?.*. *:• ■* .. '■* Wr; . t * ’ . - '♦ • J 
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. 

X trust you received and road ry nemotfuadHB to all field personnel 
concerning eotoparasite collecting. Sicks are e? qy to find if they 
occur in a nesting colon;."• Look vuoder coral rocks and drift wood (both 
in holes end crevices on the undersurface of the object, and oa the 
ground under the object) during the daytime. At night they become 
active and move around. Inspect all areas of the booty colony (or 
colonies) for ticke, since they nay occur in one area and not another. 
Always cany vials with you while banding. kxcunlne nostli&gc of all 
species, especially tropicblrdo, boobies, and frigates for both ticks 
and chiggers. Upon your return from Wake, I oxpoct a short report 
of the species you examined (giving numbers) and the relative abandonee 
of tides (l.e* 1 or 2 per host or 1 out of 10 birds infested; 10-20 
under each rock, etc,). 
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Under separate cover, I m Bonding you some supplies for collecting 
ticks and other ootopar&Eites. She mailing carton ( which you con use 
for shipping the specimens back to D.C.) contains: 
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viAls with alcohol (with labels) 
fine tipped forceps 
small brush 
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X will send zero:: copies of Bob hciarlane’o Reports on Make, 
since they will give you on idea of what to aspect and what he has 
dono. Also I’ll send several maps of Veka so you can plot bird colonies 

aad * bring ere¬ 

collected ectoparasites with you, otherwise ship than airmail. Tope 
your trip is a success and you band lots of birds. - 
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Best regards. 
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cj Dr. lily 
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A, B. Amerson, Jr, 

Beseurch Curator, Pacific i roject 
Division of Jkrda 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 

DRIBLETS FROM THE DROPPINGS FROM THE EAGLE' S ROOST 


This is how things are today: March 29, 19&5 

MAX IS BACK 

ROGER IS BACK 

Marianna is working straight through day and night at the 
contracts office so she's NOT BACK 

Mary took a week's leave and got sick so she's not NOT BACK 

Ann’s mother is here so she's NOT BACK 

Linda is typing the new contract - so she's not ALL THREE 

Jane is messing up things by trying to answer three phones 
at once so she' s not ALL THERE 

Do you lonely lonely field men get the picture????Things are going 
their nor mal smooth way here and confusion reigns supreme. 

Roger was briefly reached on the other side and he gave 
out the following information by phone to Jane - if there are any 
mistakes in it, it's his fault for not coming over to write this 
himself. 

Southeast was fabulous - identifications have not been made 
but the following are believed to have been collected: a Knot in 
a pool. A Sunlin. 3 dead gulls, one of which may turn out to be 
a Laughing and the other Kitliwakes. 

At^aysan a believed-to-be Glaucous-winged Gull was seen. 

At Lisianski three believed-to-be Glaucous Gulls were collected and 
two more of the same were collected on Pearl and Hermes Reef. These 
are being prepared in Honolulu. Still on Lisianski two Black- 
bellied Plovers were collected and back to Laysan-two phalaropes were 
collected. They appear to be Northern. A Laysan-Blackfoot hybrid 
was collected but the note-taker can't remember on which island (Roger, 
you'll have to send another installment next week and correct all 
the mistakes.) 

Dr Ely has relayed the following messagejb' Moses originally 
gave it out as the Commandment which begins: "Thou shalt have none 
other gods but me". There is no Bible here to check this reference 
against and maybe it ends this way. Anyway, no graven images or 
other gods allowed from now on in. 

Binion is throwing a wild party for Marianna on the 10th of 
April - Hawaiian-style. As far as we can gather now he's moving the 
next day into a new apartment over in Maryland - wonder if there is 
extradition between the District and Maryland?? Binion says the 
Mallophaga from the Wandering Albatross were immatures and could not 
be identified - collect more in the future, please, so that there will 
be adults among them. 









March 28, 196 5 


Hr. Patrick J. Gould 
434 itaunio 
Apartment A 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Bear Pats 


Thank you for your prompt answer concerning the location of the 
booty Tern from which you collected the tick (Oralthodoros copensi6 )» 
I leased on the infonation to Bob fun dell and he recorded it in the 
catalog, etc. 


Lome interesting facts are appearing which I era excited about 
and I think you will be also, -he accompanying map allows the present 
distribution of the two ticks in our area of Interest. Oralthodoros 
caseasls is found throughout the area, but Ixodes lavanen: Is is only 
presently found on four of the leeward Hawaiian Islands. If you 
happen to collect a bird harboring an ,£. , it would mean the bird 

ca.te from one of the four islands. 

Tour chances of finding an Jh 1,. may be low, but certainly the 
next four months will be the best period for them to occur. 
more frequently occurs on the head (around the eyes, in the ears, 
and la the gular area) but may be on other parte of the bod;-*. They 
may get very large ($ inch or more) when engorged. £. £. is quite 
small even when engorged. The finding of either of these species 
on birds at tea will be significant. 

I am working on the distribution of the two species and some 
poeelbl© reasons why i,» i* * 8 restricted to the Hawaiian Islands 
(along with population fluctuations end ecology of the two) for the 
May Report. If you collect any ticks from at sea birds this trip 
please wire Chuck (give host) so he can relay the message to me. 

Send any collections back to D.C. as soon as you return to Honolulu. 
Here's hoping that you will be able to collect some of these during 
the next few months. 


Best regards. 



A. Binion Emerson, Jr 
Pacifid Project 
division of Birds 
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Dr. Charles A. Ely 
6159 Bahukula Place 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Dear Dr. Ely: 
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Hie enclosed species chart Includes only data I have j 
recorded from the following boohs: Mayr, Birds of the 
So uthwest Pacific t Alexander, Birds of the Ocean; A Hand¬ 
list of Japanese Birds. 1958 ed.j Blackman, Birds of the 
Cent ra 1 Pacifis t Ifelner, Handbook of Worth American Birds; 
qplfek-list of Barth American Birds , 5th edition (195*^) 
second printing. I have not added any species fron our 
"area list" so these have to be included and the species 
are not in any order. A check means the bird occurs, 
has been seen or collected. A "B" indicates breeding; 
but if the "B" is x’ed out, it no longer breeds in that 
locality. 


Fred and I talked with Dr.'s Humphrey and Watson 
abort the area to be included with this list in mind. 
/ The enclosed map shows the area decided upon. 
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Sincerely; 
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f j jr Enclosure#i Map f 2 tobies 
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A. Binion Amerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 



March 25, 1965 
Kure 


Dear Maryanna: 

Thank you very much for the prompt shipment of the supplies we 
requested. 

We are now down to less than 2 weeks supply of blood sampling equip¬ 
ment. It is imperative that you send the following: 

1) BLOOD EQUIPMENT 

A. Syringes 300 - 

. B. Needles 300 

C. Centrifuge tubes 200 

D. Pipettes 1 gross 

j 2) Selection of plastiq colored Dymo-tapes. 

\jy) Multiple electric plug outlets - 2. 

4 4) Orange spray paint - 6 cans* 

v • 

We read the recent droppings wit.i interest, especiilly the section 
on Dioroedea exulans * The Kure ectoparasite catalog is in the ‘back of 
the specimen!catalog which is in D. C. 

To my knowledge, we have never had a Wandering Albatross on Kure* I 
think this was a mistake and nothing more. I checked our banding 
books but found no entry of 737-95841. This band was probably put 
on a Laysan Albatross but obviously did not get recorded in the 
banding book, hence the f, L0ST ,f . 

I have to rush this onto the airplane. Standen made the latest island 
headlines by running the half-mile in 2 mins. 4 sec. 


As always, 



Robert R. Fleet 
Research Curator 


RRFtaha 














March 24, 1965 
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Dr. Charles A. Ely 

6159 Pahukula Place 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96821 

: 

Dear Dr. Ely: 


Kara. 


Enclosed is the partial analysis of the Blue-faced Booby date, from 


( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 


(5) 


My conclusions from the present data are as follows: 

If you want to merely make a statement about the Blue-faced Bobby 
population fluctuation on the island throughout the day, you can 
get better data more easily by merely counting the population each 
hour - compare graph Ho. 1 (total population) with graph Ho. 2 
(marked individuals). 

Whichever method chosen, the sample size (within each day) as 
stands should be large enough (lowest of 4$ marked individuals 


? at. January 17). T. <*o 


t'A-oV W<\0 <- 

\, \ kvv O 


^ V ^<2 
3 <*• w ' \ 




Lvav-<X. 




o 


The only statement that can presently be made is th* 
Blue-faced Booby population for Eure during January 
higher (95 °/o confidence) at 0800 and 1800 than it 
the daylight hours in between. 


(4) With the present data no statement can be Bade as to when the 
actual low occurs. 


<D 


( 2 ) 


( 5 ) 


If you want to make a mare definite statement about a diurnal low 
ie island population, I would offer the following suggestions: 

First, make observations like Kepler has done for 43+ consecutive 
hours to get an indication of the length of the cycle. From this 
data it appears that it my be longer than 24 hours. Analysis of 
the data is baaed on the assumption that the cycle 24 hours or less 


-c r 


The present data indicates that it will be very difficult to pin 
a low on any particular hour, but it may work out to a range of three 
or four hours. 

Increase the number of days sampled per month and the number of 
months sampled per year to the point that the sample can be 
stratified into days of like weather and periods of the year. The 
birds should further be stratified into nesting and non-nesting birds 





Dr. Charles Ely 


March 2 k , 1965 


(k) Each stratification should approach ten-day counts per month and 
fifty indiYiduala. 5^ 

O) Wfctt data you can then test nesting birds against non-nesters, 
8°°d weather against bad and different periods of the year against 
each other. Any other supposed variable can be stratified out in a 
like manner. 

On the page labeled No. 3 I've run a test on the percentage of 
Individurla avflying on the island each day that were not there at the 
earliest hour for which a count was made that day. The test then 
determines the homogeneity of this proportion for the six dayB sampled. 
The results showed a significant difference for this proportion between 
the various days, with the possible exception of the 11th and 23 rd 

which irere not tested per se. 

' 

I have not fooled with the data any further, but this test can be 
run for any particular characteristic in the population. The following 
formula will apply to teat the proportion of individuals exhibiting a 
character1st1c for any two samples (i.e. two different days)* 



^7°* 




m 


P 


I ' v. 


■ ,V\. 




*rts 


<1 * 

n l* 

«2* 


pq. TJT ♦ iff 

ffl nf; 

total percentage of occurrence 
(i.e* percentage of occurrence In 
combined sample) 

1-p. 

number in first sample 
number in second sample 


If the actual difference in percentages is greater than 2 0 / 0 , 
they are significantly different* 

This may not be very clear. If this does not tell you what you want 
to know, or if you want a more detailed explanation or analysis of any 
part of the data, please let me know. 

■ V 

f Sincerely yours. 




V'. v» 


V’ 1 1 


,fT; 


.. * h r Tc.\ •*-> i -• -/ii**". 1 


ip 

I V*. . k > 


' 




■ S’ltt.. 

• r 4 >; 




’v- *. '■ 




Hiilip N. Lehnex 

Research Assistant, Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
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March 24 , 1965 


Dr. Charles A. Ely 

6159 Pahukula Place 

Honolulu, Hawaii 9682 1 

Dear Dr. Ely: 

You seem to be a delightful person upon whom to try out 
a new typewriter! I’ve so far managed to master how to single 
space and Linda has reset a margin or two so all should be well 
from now on. 

Katie called to say that she is going to run for committee¬ 
man and I assured her that if we were all living in Alexandria 
we would cast our votes for her. I checked with personnel and 
was assured that even on the private rolls this would not be per- 
missable because of the Hatch Act. This leaves us with no one 
for the part-time McBee card work and for Mr, Banko’s eventual 
correspondence (i'll keep up with that until he gets back). 

Three people have come in for interviews for Mary's typing 
Job. Two are outstanding - one so outstanding that I think that 
the Job wouldn’t hold her. The other one will probably be excell¬ 
ent if she would be willing to give up Civil Service tenure for 
a couple of years. Another comes in tomorrow morning for an in¬ 
terview at the same time that my acquaintance from the Eastern 
Shore will be here talking to Fred about the possibility of the 
Museum Aide position...in which he is extremely interested. 

Since Marianna undoubtedly keeps you up to date by phone I 
shall now depart to take the family to see "How to Murder Your 
Wife" - I'm hoping that this will not cause any change of future 
plans for me if it gives Herb too many good ideas. 

Sincerely yours. 


Mrs. Herbert M. Church, Jr. 
Between-Jobs with POBSP 






SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 28. D. C. 


2h -larch 196£ 


Dear Maryanns 5 

I don't have time to go into all of the things we've discussed 
by phone but here are comments on some of the more pertinent. I'll add 
details on some topics via reports or daily log but I won't get to those 
until later in the week. 

I have talked to Dr. Lamoureaux, via phone, several times concerning 
several matters and we nave a tentative meeting for next Monday morning, 
his comments concerning Nancy suggest to me that he is not in full sympathy 
with her complaints. I'm waiting for your letter and will give him all of 
the background and a strong recommendation. 

1 talked to John all afternoon yesterday and we agreed that unless 
Dr. Numohrey objections (and I don't think he will) the new Entomologist 
would be hired tnrough PMU 6 with the firm understanding that he would co¬ 
ordinate with us on all bird-oriented work. This would certainly reduce 
our problems for this particular work at least. 

Is stated on the phone the cost of living increase here for Civil 
Service employees is V~>% of annual salary, tax free, and added to each 
salary check. Doug is chec! ing on warehouse costs now and we will worry 
about a car later. It any rate its bound to be cheaper than the present 
short term rental system. 

I hope that they have finally decided (this is at least the fourth 
change) on the at sea guide but will await results before making comments. 

I recommend against hiring an Ichthyologist "or bird stomach examinations 
This is very specialized work and besides squid are at least as numerous as 
fish in the st machs. Perhaps it can be done by consultants. 

Z'fter talking to John I've decided to look over all preliminary 
reports before the final typing and try to eliminate any passages that 
might be considered classified. They will still have to go to Spit Lake 
of course but this siould speed up the process. 

X 1 i. 

Pm not going to consider the suggestion of returning to Washington 
to direct the project from there ?t this time* It would m?ke things ersier 
for the people in IVshington to he sure but it doesn*t seem logic?! to me* 

This is the key spot through which ?11 field activity moves or should move, 
i heve no desire to get involved in the peripheral activities ?t S # i # nor 
do I desire to move to th?t ?re? ? r :?in. I believe th?t the next few months 
will prove that my decision is correct but if not I'll certainly consider 
other alternatives. It is obvious that none of the fellows has any concept 
of what is involved in directing the project. 

I've asked all of the fellows C13) to come out tonight for a briefing 
on the changes. This snould be a record number for one place at one time. 


CJLJL 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


1? March, i 9^5 


Mr. Binion Amerson, Jr. 

Pacific Proiect 

Division of Birds 

Smithsonian Institution 

Washington D. C. 

7 > 


Dear Binion: 


Whv is it that the most important data was (or is) always 
obtained on a dev that was somehow fouled up? 16 March, 19^4 
was just such a day. In checking through the raw data T find 
that the Navy duplicated the IB March positions on a new sheet 
hut labeled t^em 16 Ma^ch. Actually moinrn b^ck to the A t - £ ^ a 
c n taloeoie of collected hinds T ^i n d that the^a was no local s tv 
listed for specimen 0613 . How did one <?et on t>e specimen? 


It seems that we have no hourly positions for IT March, 

«=i tid only two position fixes for thpt dav (Sunrise and 
Sunset) . T n rlottiner these positions on a chart and fi murinm 
the mi levs traveled am-ainst the time T find that the sh -1 r 
ave^arred about 10 knots re^ hour f or the dav. fince the bird 
was >shot two hours hefo-oe sunset 1 can mive you whet 
probably a. fairly accurate muess at its locality. t 
this position should not be more th^r 10 miles of p , 
position for specimen 0^11 is: 


i s 

feel that 


?0 P0 ! N x l£0 ?S'W 


We certainly will continue to inspect all bi^ds verv 
carefully for f icks etc. 


Best regards, 



P. J. Gould 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 
Pacific Droiect 

P ,S. i he bird was shot at 1^B7 

hours vso von can double check this position on the 
Plotlnff sheets (cruise tract for March) which a^e 
or were near mv d^sk n the office. 
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Hortaan Heryford and David Brat ley 
Smithsonian Field Party 
US Coast Guard LOCtAH Station 
APO ' ■" 

San FTanciaco, California 9&305 


Dear Borman and Dava: 
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March 22, 1965 
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I talked to Dr. Ely about the continuation of the guyvira survey. Be 
agreed that it wao a vital element for correlating data from Sand and At-Sea 
The data has not arrived here yet but when it does, someone will look it 
over. It may be possible to cut the time interval involved, but this can 
only be determined by going over the collected data. Continue as usual 
until you hear from us. 


fflU: 


The berlese sample material has not arrived. I hope it does the first 
part of this week, since I need the data. Hill you send a carbon copy of 
the collect ion data (including rusaker of ticks per sasple, etc.) for each 
two weeks with, each progress report. In this way I will be able to in¬ 
corporate the new data and keep it up to date. It will be very important 
for the upcoming Maty Report. 




Send all of the Mus data immediately so that Ralph Kirkpatrick can start 
working it up as soon as he returns later this week. Borman, when you come 
back In early April, bring all of the frozen bird heads, and wings, and also 
any frozen mice. If you do not have a freezer box for bringing them, write 
Dr. Ely for one. . 

:8T- tf ,• - ! ifr-T ■* ■ V' 1 KrV• i *-.- -1 f 1 * ’ 1 * ■ • * T . : -f • *i •• • 7f ‘- • ' ’ 

'• * |ay f, ■ -i ,• ; f , * ' * t 

. 

I hope the Booties are not keeping you too busy these days. Our banding 
efforts on last year's Sooty chicks finally paid off. Someone recovered a 
dying local (after a bad storm) which washed up on a beach at Layte recently 
(letter from F and V has not reached us yet). It was banded on Sand, May 8, 
1964. 
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Best regards. 
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c: Dr. Ely, F. Sibley, 



™ /Z , 

el 




A. B. Amerson, Jr. 

Research Curator, Division of Birds 
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March 18, 1965 
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Mr. Charles B. long 
c/o Dr. C. Lamoureux 
Department of Botany 
University of Hawaii 
Honolulu, Hawaii 


Dear Bohi 
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Many thanks for doing a fine job for us during the 

■ « • 

happy to be sending you this notice of an in-grade 

• i . ’ . t ■ ^ « 

■ecoamended you highly for this raise and since he : 


I am 




Ely 


your 


. f , . f J ,, ' * • .• r 

work there, I am going to ask him to deliver the official paper to you, 


1*1. ft ‘ 


Humphrey sends his regards 
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Sincerely yours. 
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(Mrs) Maryanna Smellow 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 
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ct Dr. Ely 
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AIRMAIL 


March I6, 1965 




Mr, Robert R. Fleet 

Smithsonian Party 

US Coast Guard LORAN Station 

USH Station, Box 36 

FPO, San Francisco, California 


96640 


it 1. • 




Dear Vehement Gull Collector: 

Am sending some stuff you requested by mail - some more will be coming 

. 

via MATS. See enclosed packing list. 




Ely arrives tonight - the 16th - watch out world !!I He will be pleased 

, - r , ‘.-f • , ’ *' . ' ’ , f/ > t ’ .. • Jt •’ 1 . 1 , 

at the ’tightening up’ you are attempting - starting right at the bottom and 
all that. Between tying those shoe laces and planting 1000 markers, you will 
have the s ma l l est waist on the Project !I Funs about ’waste-less project. 
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Bye, smoke blob blower. 
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Maryanna Smellow 
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March 6, 1965 


Dear Maryanna: 

Arrived on Kure as planned. Glad to get away from Honolulu. They 
had me helping load the Shearwater and were eyeing me speculatively as 
another warm body for the Leeward trip. 

Weather here is bad, as usual, bht we are getting a lot done. We 
have been working 15 hours a day since I areived. Hope to see daylight 
sometime next week. Some of the present studies are being changed, 
stppped, or streamlined in anticipation of increased blood sampling, 
ectoparasite collection and the addition of a Sooty Tern study. Sooties 
are flying over in small numbers during the day now. 

We saw three Gulls yesterday but so far they have foiled all 
attempts at collection. We persevere } 

An inventory of supplies on hand shows that we need the following 
items in the quantity listed. 

1 75 watt light bulbs six (6) 

plain manila folders — - - -—— 2 doaen (2k) 

_small'green record books— — " ~— three (3) 

V large loose-leaf notebooks two (2) 

I -SL- I. Recovery Schedules 500 ( five hundred) 

( plain £ 1/2 x 11 typing paper . __ one ream 

KO-REC-TYPE ~ one roll 


We have remaining on hand exactly five weeks supply of blood 
sampling equipment as determined fnora our present rate of use. We 
will need at least 500 of everything to continue sampling through June. 

I almost forgot - please sent out three pair of ten inch shoe 
laces. We want to practice working under tighter conditions. 

Guess thats all for now. Love to all. 


Robert R. Fleet 
Research Curator 
Pacific Projedt 


Copy to Ely. 





















March 15, 


Maryanna Sraellow 
Division of Birds 


IS 




Smithsonian Instit. 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Maryanna; 


Today we received a package ( dimentions, 13 " x 9" x 5" ) containing 
a one pint can of " Ram Cote, flexible. Vinyl Plastic Finish n - PANTHER 
BLACK, and about two pounds of wadded up newspaper# The postmark 
was Washington, D. C. and the mailing cost $2.09 . That is all that 
we know; about this shipment. 

We have no record of ordering this item nor any idea of its 
possible use. 

We suggest that all further supply shipments be accompanied 
by an invoice of supplies sent, date requested and the name of 
the person requesting the shipment. 

I realize that this is not a serious problem but we feel that the 
above suggestion would eliminate needless shipments, wrong destinations , 
save postage, and save time for the Washington office as well as for 
the field stations. 



As Always, 


irt R. Fleet 


R. C. 


PS. - I never know what to do with all this blank 


space 


down 


here } 
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Mutch 15, 1965 
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Mr. Patrick J. Gould 
454 Launio 
Apartment A 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
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X m trying to gather all of the tick collection data for the May 3 
Report. In only one instance has a tide been collected frora a bird at-sea. 
Tltia was a Sooty Tram (field naaftwr 0611) collected on March 16, 1964. Upon 
checking the catalog raid the bird we found the location to be 10 degrees 46’ 
latitude and 164 degrees 55* longitude. This is ok, but number 0610 (also 
a Sooty Tern) was collected on March 15, 1964 and the location given Is the 
erase as 06ll. Hither the date or location on one of these has to be incorrec 
Would you trace this down using the original data and let us know the correct 
data to use. 




•V 


The finding of ticks on birds at-oea is very significant, since this 
joowas the carrying ability of various hosts for ticks frost island to 
It also proves that ticks will stay on a boat after it leaves an island (for 
how long of course ve don't know). Ticks have the highest possibility of 
being on birds at-rara while they axe nesting, and of course for most species 
***- vlll be during the next several months. 
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I hope that you will Impress on your At-Sea Group the significance 
inspecting all birds for ticks collected at-sea. Enclosed you will fiw 
copy of a memo which X aa sending to all personnel concerning not only i 
hut other aites as well. '[ ••■'; . 

•• * ' • P*F v \ ’ * J r » -• ‘ • • y i-Ji ;» 

’ *4:V- *' t ' *’ A • . • ''i***?' ' . 'a . '*• ■ 

■>. t j ; , • 

, Nj.rfV'l}. • v ’ ; , , ‘ . ; •’ , *• *. « m> . 








\ V. 


■u*< 


m 


. \ CM 

‘ 1 • r * V. 




}! ; 




tHj 








»f* ' 'jfo ' & 


^ ■ 










'*p: 


regards, 


A. Binion Asserson, Jir 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 
Pacific Project 
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«: Dr. Ely 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : PJaryanna Smellow date: 15 Jflarch 


from Aand-Johnston 


subject: Psychological Implications of the Use of the words Righ t & Wrong 


Materials needed: 


4 pair 
some 

\ 

£ 

Items sent: 


gloves, gauntlet, light weight, small & medium Ciw s4 0c O 
supplies, requested, previously 



p ^ s 


please, pretty, with sugar on them 
(to be used as required) 
remember, requested by you, money. Thug 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 





14 March 1965 


Binion Amerson 
Pacific Project 
division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Binion, 

We have not yet official received the message but forty-three(43) 
Berlese samples and forty-five vials are being sent to you. 

A copy of all the necessary records are being snet in the form of 
undeveloped film enclosed in box 1 of the Berlese samples. Pictures 
were taken to obtain exact copies and to speed reproduction. I 
developed some film of the records here to test this procedure and 
it work fine using poly-contrast 10. 

DO NOT send any wire: we were able to salvage enough from the 
beaches around the island. 

DO send some black Marks-a-lots; we are using the last weak markers. 

We had a very high tide the other day which destroyed most of the 
Gxay-back eggs on the Sri islet; it is interesting to note that a 
Gray-back chick banded 11 January on the old pier was found much 
alive on the Sri islet 12 March. 

Sorry I hadn't got more ectoparasite material but the Sooties have 
kept us pretty busy and I am not a 24-hour-a-day worker. 


Regretfully 




Norman Heryford 
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Mr. Darld Bratley 
Salthsgaaian Party 
OBCG LQBAS etati * 
APO, Stem rntaelsco, 
Cbltfoamia 96305 


Dear 
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Bferch ll. 1965 
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j?Ved, Mrs. C5wrch, and I haw discussed the natter of rawmag 
: rsgiacl ag ^ band# firm bird# (l.e. Christma lsla«5 i mSw ) 

„**• ^**1 t *• **** th9n replam It. If the bend Is mtrn 

b^ly and the mothers are ettU legible, the* band the bird an the ores 

5? 55j !*£• *• *• -Jiu Mart (altar m ao s bn Ms Mi MM HaiMt 
course), We can than determine bow long tt take# fop the wham to 
oblately disappear and for the bend to am » nfr* 


ealoMd vine ^a« Isslly sort jMMPtap* x |«| fhMMMm i 

aborut It. I overheard Paul talking about wire and realised what he 
wa just about to get one wire vith several colored 

£££“*• 200 « a ,. taJ '" r ’ Ithukh * ®* ny * 

■?»•. • -*v ’ & ‘ t , \ «i .i 0 ’ -\' i> y ». v v •, • ; -.. , -\ r : . .« ? - . .' .- -. *«•" : , a 

. . *”*, •***&&* weekly activity "gay wire" study im your 

lflM letter. *«*)& **1*1* *"* when Hr. liy M t» B. c!tL art 
a .aot.th. Will you seitd us all x ti|e activity oats bo we csn • 

^ f* pra ^ uclR/ -» ***ults. W« can then deVgraiae 

t o^ v ,.:,t . 4c it or not. But Pur the tlae being, continue the 

activity study as usual. 
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Jr 8 ® was excited ab:»it the laterleland Blue-faced Booby returns 

£jL££ £^T T 0f th * 1S>6i; ***»« 

Band ing Su;sair$ ♦ x, Snot e-uto t ©@t one, ve nil send £5t> ytSU sXJL 

upi.fsMi bimSg ttot asajf tiara on Sftnd th&t vert 
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A. Male© Anerscm, *r. 

Besero-ch Curator, Pacific Project 
Division of BUrdo 


?. 3. Tell laorsaaa 1*11 write hia ^ 
of the eot'^parasite identii lestion. 
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Mr. Dave Bratley 

USCQ LORAH Station 

AJO San Francisco, California 


. " ?/. 


March 9, 1965 
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Dear Dave; 

Itoder separate cover we are sending the neck collars and e om 
paint. We hope they work. There ere s total of 1200 collars in thi 
bo* and there are no more collars cut here in D.C. The paint has 
been tested and appears to work fine. It doesn’t peel off even 

when set in water. Make sure you put on a thick coat, when painting 
number*. ” 
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they 


CC: Dr. Ely 


regards. 
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A. Binion Ameraon 
Research Curator 
Division of Birds 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


9 March 1963 


Dear Maryanna : 

Here gre more odds and ends '• 

1) Dayle Ousted has turned in car rental forms for the following periods - 
Dec. 27-30 (20)4. mi.) amt. ?; Feb. 13-17 (281 mi.) rmt.j Msr. 1-3 (paid by 
S.I. acc ount). 

2 ) Bill Wirtz has requested 200 lbs. excess baggage. Is it too late for 
this? If so, don't worry about it. 

3) Its now Friday and I've made arrangements to arrive in D.C. at my favorite 
time (about quitting time) on Tuesday. 'This will give me a chance to catch 
up on details that evening, rest up a bit, and be raring to go earh£ -'fed. 
morning. After t. ing to you today I'm in one of my optimistic^ 4 * - n. 

Now if we can just get everything (?) settled next week life will be worth¬ 
while again. I've had some second thoughts about making two trips but the 
more I think about having answers for the fellows BEFORE they leave again 
the more enthused I become. I'll hand carry anything that isn't ready 
right now. 

U) I have a rough draft (and its rough) of a possible contract introduction 
based on the first 13 pages or so of the old report (contract). I'll also 
have rough drafts of other possible policies. Won't it be wonderful to have 
things like this on paper and finished? 

3 ) I called Fat and have been promised his portion of the at sea guide so 
this can be discussed next week also. So can some of the special publications 

6) Bob Long has promised me a rough draft of the plant section of the Howland 
report so we should be able to have several sessions on the island reports 
and perhaps get those into "final" order. As soon as one is approved as a 
guide the others should be much easier. 

7) I'll bring the January at sea report and maybe December I96I4??? depending 
on the number of crises this week end. I also nave some Kure data from 
Kepler. I will have ideas and tentative dates on personnel too. 

8) If we can just agree on the problems of the past month and can get all of 
the policies down I can present them to a lot of people during the week of 
22 March. Doug will be backi 1 l 

9) Jan is glad she won't have to meet ships alone (she says). 

10 ) Lt. Smith just called about the "Jamesway" tents. S3000.00 and they will 
probably last a year on Send. I'm glad John decides mat kind of a structure 
to put up down there. 
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March 9, 1965 
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Dr. K. 0..'HpMNl 
Associate Professor of Zoology 
Department of Zoology 
University of Rhode Island 
Kingston. Rhode 
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Dear Dr. Hyland: 
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I apologize for not writing or sending you any nasal mite specimens 
which I have collected for the Pacific Project. I have been so tied up 
with various trips, reports, etc., that I have really not even had time 
to look at the collection which has been building up steadily. I am now 
however going over the collection and will send you aU nasal mites I 
find. I've run acaross both rhinonyssids and a few speleos. I hope you 
still are interested in identifying this material which is 
seabirds. 


tidy from 


•-v 




I read your paper on rhinonyssid populations in different age grou 
of birds* I am presently obtaining data similar to what you did but on 
very large scale. Many birds (Sooty Terns) are being killed by wing 
breakage on guyvires and the heads are being saved for me. Both adults 
and young will be ex amined . Unfortunately the young don't return until 
they are from 3 to 6 years old. Maybe our banding program will enable i 
to obtain some of tbs 3 year old birds later. 




Any publication resulting from material collected by the Pacific 
Project will have to he approved and cleared by the Smithsonian Insiitut: 
and the Project*s contracting agent. Types of all new species described 
are to be deposited in the USKM. Also I would like representatives of 
each identified species for the Pacific Project reference collection. 

If you are still interested in this material please let me know by 
return mail and I will ship the specimens to you immediately. 
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regards 


A. Blnloa Amerson, Jr. 
Research Curator 
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Report of Charles H. Gilbert Cruise 76 (22 Sept'- 28 October 19&) 
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Mr. Warren B. King 
Smithsonian Party 

P, 0. Boot 8095.* 

Wa lkiki Station ‘ : 

Honolulu, Hawaii 9^15 

" T .•( * ' 

Dear Whrren: r 

’nin ny you for your letter with the information on the ifevell’s 
Shearwaters. We are gradually straightening out the whole mess which 
centers around specimens being sent back here wltkstffc tsuscu i -1” &uq 
^ven some without field numbers. In a few cases the date and locality 
of collection have apparently never been recorded anywhere. We now have 
only two: letfeir* s- Shearwaters without exact data. These were definitely 
collected in October by FOBSP personnel, but we can't distinguish betweer 

them. The offshore catalog my help In this problem. 

• ( *' , . » 1 . , 1 

The reason that I had not written to you concerning this problem 
was that Dr. Ely is supposed to see that parts of the BCF catalog and 
the offshore Island catalog are copied and sent back here. In case 
he has not teen able to get to this, would you please tell him that we 
have the first page of the BCF catalog (501 - 514) and the offshore 
island catalog (up through 10209 Newell’s Shearwaters and four urmumber® 
here). We need everything else in these two catalogs. With this 
information we should be able to clear up most or, hopefully, all of the 
remaining problems. 


Perhaps you or someone else could set up these two catalogs so 
that data for all future specimens are recorded in the following manner: 

J’.■ ; ' : i •' : 4, • : t 

Field No. Species Sex Location Date Gonads Wei^at Remarks Collector/ 

• f ■■ V »«*•* 

nata® only; 

U *' ■ -A 




This will make future curatorial work much easier. 


Tb. e work is progressing here, but there is still an immense backlog. 
When we have the two catalogs mentioned above plus the Kure-Midway catalog 
here, it should be fairly easy to finish processing all of the birds. 

' 1 hope that your work is going well, and I’m looking forward to 

seeing you before the project ends. 

Sincerely, 1 
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Robert A. Sundell, Research Curator 
Division Of Birds 
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AIRMAIL 


March 3, 1965 

■’ • * » , 

Mr. Dayle K. Busted 

aalthsonian Institution, Division of Birds 

TO Box 8095 

Waikiki Station 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96815 


Dear Dsylej 

Good to know you are still there - SOMETIMES I WONDER about people 
when they stay away so long....... 

1 - j ,* * • "1 h' . •; t K - ' ; . 

Business • Business • Business 
a) -Anne will write you about past and future money below 

. 'h 

t) Have ordered and will send ammo to Ely within the week - also 

Shooter's Bible. 

... .. - that's over.'! Life is one big party, didn't you know? And 

•fcring is coming and the trees and budding and the thumping of true love is 

bouncing aimlessly until you return - (now you know why I'm a secretary upa 
not a poet;. r 

. 

Have fun * whoops, no, no, you work hard., we will have fun. 

Maryanna SBmllow 


Dear No, I won't write. I'll Just enclose a check and I know you will 

appreciate it more than a few scribbled lines that you couldn't read anyway 
because* my handwriting is so horrible and I don't have time to type since vc 
t^ive bam having one continuous party here. 

Don't work too heard, 

Anne Blanchette 
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Collect and freeze 50 Sooty and Hoddy Tern heads from Christinas. 
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A n arrangeront has b^on reached between Wjq r-erusy pod the 3,1, 
whereby S, I, personal will collect all sera nodded by the aponey from 
&ure* S#I* has asotrsod t ie responsibility of properly collectc?d seamj 
in the mount stated below and at t ie requested Mass* iroa this date 
forward S,I» personnel on Jure ere to collect h©~$0 oer* samples per 
week* ^ird apeeios are to be sailed according to t ie proportion of 
each species to t<ie total lure population at that ti;ae* Far example* 
if spiles X makes up of tne total population for a given week 
t.’.en 5<# of the staple is to be of species X* 1 realise that is 
will not rlwaya be practical but it la the goal* An stterspt is to 
be ad* to include as mcry species as possible in each monthly total 
sample* 




A . 




..t. 


b; :: ' 
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Agency representatives arc scheduled to visit %dsay on the 
following dates* 2-7 f «rehj 2-6 Aprilj 7 -U -i»y* Arrsngarasrtfc* will 
bo raed© to deliver Sure collections daring these periods* Plans fen 
succeeding months are still indefinite. 
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far tie 2-7 J ^rch period the following Brrengeraerrta have bae„ 
made* l) iJob float will depart for -tickiey 2 i-iarch with 7$ lbs* dry 
ice,’ 2) Bob will contact tie agency personnel and confirn all arranged 
aentsj 3) Sob will tat* trie dry ice to Kurej h) Sera will be packed 
and returned to lidway wiien trie biR fligiit returarj 5) heresy reps* 
will ceet the sliipment, store it temporarily and return it to tae 
mainlandi 6) i blood catalogue mast accompany tl» s^iir^nsnt with « 
carbon to tils office* 

'*'.-%-■ •• & " : * : *• ■* i* 

Specific arrangements for tie April and % shipments will be 
mads later but sera collect ions should be ready for shipment on L 

April end 9 

Bo not include ^nciel sera (sick birds* etc,) in these shipments. 
It nay be possible to return froaen specimens on later shipments but 
not unless specific arranpnents are mads to ihset t.he flight* 




I Sere collecting should be coneidej 
end needs neither special juatifiostion 
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me secrecy♦ 
SirK«*ely yours* 


6 rrlos i t l_ 
f ield Director 
Pacific Project 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 23. D. C. 


1 March 1965 

Dear Maryanna: 

I'm in much too foul a mood to write but I do want to get this request 
off before the mail arrives. Would you please check with whomever is 
involved and see if you can get the additional $1000 into the S.I. 
account out here? We will be way overdrawn if I pay for the new motor 
and am holding this bill as long as possible. Even our personal account 
is over again. 

After arguning with Warren and Eoger as to how the project should 
be rim and then not being able to locate our work crew who was supposed 
to keep checking back here, etc. etc. etc. I'm about ready to punch 
someone in the nose. Don't be alarmed, females are my favorite people. 










































OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


Maryanna Smellow 


date: March 1 , 1 965 


from : N. Heryford and D. Bratley 


subject : SUPERCAIAFRAGILISTICEXPIALID0CI0US 


Materials needed: 






guage, wind (in filing cabinet with miscellaneous eguip.) 
planimeter, for calculating areas (in locked cabinet with 

shotguns, etc.) 

net, bird, catchigg, 10 ft handle 
information, departure, Heryford 
forceps, small, blunt point 

umbrella, parrot head handle, heavy duty model 

S3 ■slo'f. u-je /■>. <r//-x j sit* 

Jfee / Ao-Wn.Jj " ' 


Please ask Mr, Sibley or Binion if we should continue the hourly 
guywire census on Fridays (7 to $) and inform us of the ensueing 
remarks. 


tp 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 








27 February, 1965 




Marvanna Smellow 
Divl si on of Birds 
Pacific Project 
Museum of Natural i tory 
5mlthsonlan Institution 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

I hope you will excuse me if I do not overflow in idle chatter 
ri ht now, but its 12.tl0 am and T *m sort of tired* I am knee Seep 
in sc ttered papers and the house is a complete mess. Be of good 
cn^er since I am working, regardless of all the rumors von mnv Be. r. 

The reason for this late inspired letter is that I am missing 
several progress reports which I need. These are for KURE and are 
as foil ows ; 


18th report 


25th report 


27th report 


30th report 


June 1-15, 1964 
Sept 16-30 1964 


Oct 16-31 1964 


D 


ec 1-15, 1964 


Could you route out a copy of each and send them to me? I also 
desperately need a comprehensive report on the Gilbert trio, especieally 
the At-Sea portion. Is it possible to get copys of; 

4o fn r ^ 


fJ) Biological Survey of Sand Is land-Johns ton Atoll September-November, 1964 

2. Occurrence or ^irds at Sea in the Central Pacific, econd Report 
January 1, 1964 - August 31, 1964 * 

v\ i ' 3. Occurrence of ^irds at Sea in the Central Pacific, Sept.-Oct* 1964 


























* r 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


* 


Please send what you can, all will be appreciated. If any are 
classified, well - that’s the way the bird flys. I’ll use Chuck’s 
copys. 

The Shearwater arrived today as well as the BCFers, No dope yet as 

, ♦ I 

to the situation pertaining to either group* but I f m sure you*!! get 
the poop before too long, 

(P.S. its also Saturday besides being early in the morning. I should 
be out getting drunk rather than typeing this letter) 

I 

'Jell aloha for lack of a better endin^. 
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Class of Service 


This is a fast message 
unless its deferred char¬ 
acter is indicated by the 
proper symbol. 
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SF-1201 (4-60) 


W. P. MARSHALL. President 


r SYMBOLS ^ 

1 DL = 

= Day Letter 

NL-- 

= Night Letter 

! T*- 

International 

1 LI- 

“Letter Telegram 


I \ r 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 
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A. B. Amerson, JR. 

BIRD DIV., PACIFIC PROJECT 
SMITHSONIAN INST., U.S.N.M. 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


Lincoln, Nebrasks 
February ?h, 1965 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Pivision of Pirds, Pacific p roject 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, P.C. ?0560 


Pear faryanna: 

It is getting too cold out here for me. The high 
yesterday was 6 and the low last night - 10 . On top of 
that we had 7 inches of new snow and winds 15-20 mph. 

You might can call it a blizzard. But the sun is shinning 
this morning and it is suppose to warm up to 15 or 2011 

I hope to be back to P.G. by Monday morning. I'll 
probably leave here Saturday or Sunday. You can hold off 
in sending me mail as I will be leaving before I can 
receive it. Put any mail T have received on desk so 
I can look at it over the weekend,if I get there in time. 

See you all on Monday. 

V t. 


Best regards* 



Binion 
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February 20, 19&5 


Dear Fearless, 

Boy, you should be glad you 1 re not on this one. The surf has been fierce 
all of the way. You know how we always chug up to Baker and catch that one 
wave and sort of loll our way to shore??? Well this time we charged through 
big surf for 100 yards over lots of mean looking rocks and it wasn f t very 
easy. The wind has been shifting to the North and northeast regularly which 
has made almost all of our landings nasty ones. Baker f however, was the worst 
one of all. We spent one entire afternoon trying to get the raft out through 
surf that boomed in steadily without calm periods and, then in final desperation, 
carried the whole works around to the south shore where the surf wasn't quite 
as bad. Soing off of Baker my raft got clobber beautifully and we suddenly 
found ourselves buried by raft and equipment. If that wasn't a mess. 

On McKean we got eaten alive by ticks. There were millions of them in 
the spot where we always pitch camp and throughout the rest of the island. 

Need I say we got chewed to pieces and didn*t get much sleep. Booty Tern 
returns on McKean were pretty good, however....192. 

I'm happy to report that the vast majority of the last batch of Lesser 
Frigates got off the ground okay. There was some mortality on McKean (49 
birds) but virtually none on Enderbury or Howland. The Lesaers were all 
gone from Enderbury but fairly large numbers of nearly fledged birds were still 
on Howland and McKean. 

The rats on Birnie suffered quite a crash after our last visit. Numbers 
during this visit were down to about 5% of the previous level, ^ou had to 
do a little bit of work just to find a rat. As the result of this there 
was a fairly large (2000 bird) Gray-backed Tern colony nesting on the island. 
Huber ran into 11 Wedge-tails on the ground on Birnie and brought six back to 
camp so that 1 was collected and five banded# An Audubon's shearwater from 
McKean Islaad was also found on Birnie along with several others of the same 
species. On Hi rn ie we also found a MHawaiian Noddy from Christmas. 

On Howland there is a new colony of Sooty Terns (in addition to the previous 
one which is still going along full blast) that is located between the lighthouse 
the usual campsite and Itascatown. It was increasing in size each day. Attached 
to this new colony is a colony of about 60 nesting pair of Gray-backed Terns. 
Huber went wild on Hov;land and did 35^7 birds in one night so that our two day 
total was 12099 (mostly Sooty Terns). He also picked up another of Munro's 
old Sooty Terns (Biol Survey 38-312056) 

Another Hawaiian Noddy from Christmas was found on McKean and a ned—footed 
BooV r from Motu Upua was piclced up on Enderbury where we knocked the heck out 
of the Fed-foots (369 banded and 252 returns)# 

Enderbury,as usual, had the full moon. This time on three straight nights 
we had full moon straight thru. There was a large Sooty Tern colohy on the 
northern end beside the guano heap but they had scans of newly hatched chicks 
that were being demolished wholesale by large numbers of Hermit Crabs. There 
was such a slaughter of chicks that we pulled out of the colony after the first 
night and tried using nets in the moonlight. Didn't do too well at this so only 
ended up with a total of 5144 birds for Enderbury for five nights. The moon 
was absolutely crummy through the whole stay and literally screwed up everything 
we tried to do at night. During the day from 8 am on it was like an nucxxx oven# 














So, as is usual, Enderbury was 
didn’t accomplish a whole hell 
we could have really clobbered 
1900C Sooty Tern Bands left, 
then Enderbury with a dark nig 


a frustrating island, 
of a lot. If we had 
the Sooty Terns. 

We f d be out now if we 
ht or two. 


A lot of running around 
had just two dark nights 
it stands now, we only have 
could have hit Hull and 


' Since everything was so lousy on Enderbury we spent a great dead of b me 

putting clastic wing streamers on -re ter Frigatebi rds. V.e axk didn’t tag anything 
but nesting adults. Boy is that slow work. During our stay we managed, to tag 
295 of the miserable thihgs after first banding them. They are just a litVi.e 
to jumpy to really do much with unless you work on nearly fledged birds. On Rowland 
we got the grand total of 10 tagged because they were so jumpy, so few and aiso 
because we devoted most of our attentions to Sooty Terns. u n McKean we managed 

to tag 21 in the course of one afternoon but that was all. Some of the streamer 
color combinations don’t show up well on birds in flight. White shows up the 
best as you can imagine. At anyrate, on the next trip you can check them out 
on the various islands to see what effect if any the tagging has had on the 

_ _ _ ^ M • « t * i % 1 ^ ^ 


bird’s -— especially on 



where we have hit them the hardest. 


I can’t figure Blue-faced boobies out this trip. Remember how the big 
evening flights were on Howland on my first trip in February? There was almost 
nothing coming into Howland during the evenings we spent there. Birds straggled 
into the island in singles and twos and threes and that was all. -‘•here were 
only three small clubs on Howland along the windward side. x he big club, that 
is normally found down|near the Lesser Frigate colony, wasn’t there at all. 

Very few nesting birds have been found anywhere and no island population has 
exceeded 1000 birds. On Enderbury there were only two small clubs and just a 
few singles and roosting pairs scattered around. The big club that is usually 
near the house wasn’t there at all. Paul couhted the biris in sight one evening 
and came up with a total of 465 including a club on the far shore. As the result 
we have banded 434 new Blue-face and have only handled 1010 returns. 


* 


else. 
There 


Red-footed 3oobies were nesting in large numbers 
..only 7 pair with eggs on Howland and not many 
was only a very small number of roosting birds 


on Enderbury but nowhere 
mere than th t on McKean, 
on both islands. 


Red-tailed Tropicbirds have been almost completely absent all over --we’ve 
banded only 51 so far and just a few of these were nestlings. 


Biff surprise....they found a colony of Wedgetails on Canton Island and 
oanded 14 along with 507 Gray-backed Terns and 28 -ooty Terns. 


1 am beginning to suspect that this ship will be used on the April—June ATF 
f ^ip. The officers all talk like they expect it to happen. The captain put in 
special for this cruise so the attitude of the ship has been somewhat different 
from that of the others I’ve been on. The atmosphere is really different from the 
ethers. Work day begins at 8 and stops at 11:30 with the crew having the rest 
of the day off. If they run a second trip the only people on here that v/ill 
be really PO f ed will be the 10-15 Brown Baggers. When we asked if they would 
mind if we collected a few birds on the way to Samo* the answer was: "Hell no, 
that will be good man overboard drill and will give the junior officers some 
practice in docking.” When Merrill went, after centrifuging blood and asked 
to be taken back to shore whenever they were ready to send the boat in (fully 
expecting, as on previous trips, that a boat would go in around 4 pm) they asked 
him what time h# would like to go in and when he asked if right away would be 
too soon they said "Hell no, that’s what were here for.” 






n rmic-e thev may not be quite as enthusiastic but they certainly 

I 11 do a (rood job Right now the fellowrjwho are running the boats are becoming 
lairly well expiri^ced (at first it was really wild) and they seem to en 3 oy 
-ighting the surf. They don't seem to mind getting wiped out too much. 

0 n a second cruise you might have to bend a little bit to please thej about 
ertain idiocyncracies they have but it will certainly be worth the effoit.^ Th 
i 0 laundry but we have been hanging it up which is a sys e ... . 

,;V;1 to a great deal of trouble. The nice thing about it is the fact th4 
.ye some control over where they are hung and can take them down and distribute 
.hem as we want. With this system we haven't ended up with an eno.mouo p - 

.aundry on someone 1 s 

„ l0 „°to tiriiland e ! bC OB ituck e h^°no8e a lnto (he boat channel we were 

ship and doesn't get a bit shook about coming in clobe. 

The radar on this ship has been out since the day we left Pea ^ e ^J°y the 1 " 16 

navigation lights we used last trip have th e # Ltterie6 up to 1000 yards down the 
ship sends in a bunch of guys who carry the batteries up to ±wj 7 

beach to the lights.. .with no complaints. If the radar haa ^ g 

told us they would have been perfectly happy to have the lights .ogeJie. 

right angle. As it is, with the radar nonfunctional, the only thing they have 

to navigate by are the lights we have* 

We were unable to land on Hull Island at the bird 
■nirf sweeping across the channel and pounding along the fuH iength of the sh r 
Ztl “H v jagged coral reef that is there. We could probably have gott% in 
bht the boats would habe been ground to shreds with the surf as it was. 
r was very glad we didn't try to land there because we would have go*tu£ cre “^ 
(rSZ* to gft out! Again, as on several other islands, the wind was strong from 

the northeast so that it swept down the entire length of the " °"' .wj."'."of 
to the village and landed there to look around and check on the feasibi i / f 
"ortaging to the lagoon and then going down to the bards by boat. .hat ended 
abruptly when the raft we were using went boom and a three rjft 

appeared in the side of it. The poor guys who padd.ea the par y ^ 

out through the surf, which picked up after we landed, go. umeared 7 i 

-eal big ones before they managed to get clear. Anyhow, wi.h aJ 
that Sd happened we said to hell with Hull and moved cn to Bxrnxe Island. 

Both of our rafts (brand new ones, yet) and our motors have really g’een 

clobbered on this trip. If we hit much more bad surf the one -maxnxng^aft, 

and the one motor that still runs good probably won t maxce x * • didn’t 

the motors was * filled with sand when we got smeared on Baker Island whxch dxdn 

do it a great deal of goc-d. 

This ship doesn't mind using the whaleboat they launch it rapidly ^7 
hatf 'already said they will use it both at Christmas and Palmyra 
take a little bit of the strain off of cur boats and motors bu 

be enough. 

Well that's as much of the rosy picture as I can give now. ' A -is letter 
,, ave to be mailed early tomorrow so that you can get it right away. J-he next mai 
wollVgo o«C of I ago :-ago until February 23. Will have ajprogress report an that 

mail# />- ~ S f / ' -v // - 
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February 20, 1965 


Dear Maryanna, 



Tomorrow morning at 0900 we'll be tied up at the pier in glorious Pago 


Pago again. We can all hardly wait] 

The trip has been going along pretty well except for one thing - the surf. 

We have been badly creamed on every island except Enderbury so far. Everytime 
I get in the raft I get wiped out. The worst of these was at Baker when we 
really got plowed under by a 9 or so foot wave just as it broke. The raft full 
of gear stood straight up in the air and then came down on top of 7 of us 
poor, hapless, madly scrambling souls. It was as complete a wipeout as we've 
ever had anywhere. We then spent the next twenty minutes running frantically 
up and down the beach grabbing items of gear as they floated by. Several items, 
including the Polaroid camera, were bequeathed to the sea that morning. 


The surf on Baker was so bad we had to haul raft and gear # mile across 
the island to the south shore in order to leave the island. Even then, we 
got creamed going out. After getting clobbered on three straight islands we 
took one very long, uncomfortably close look at the surf booming into Hull 
island and decided to make that trip some other day. Huge waves were sweeping 
across the channel through which the landings are usually made so landing there 
was impossible. We then chugged up and down the shore looking for an easy 
landing but, with waves of the monster variety (15 footers) plowing onto the 
reef, there wasn't one. The ship watched our hesitant progress up and down the 
shore for a while and then ran up the "recall" flag (which was appropriately 
colored yellow.) 

Later that day we landed on the lee side of Hull near the old village and 
were half seriously thinking about portaging raft and equipment across the island 
and then chugging down to the bird colony through the lagoon. This ended rather 

abruptly when the raft we were using blew up. With this we gave Hull up as a 

lost cause and chugged on to Birnie Island.. 

Because of th& very bad surf conditions both boats and motors have taken 
more of a pounding them is normal for 1 % or more of these trips. Everything 
had been pretty well demolished and we can only hope that they will hold together 
until we get passed Jarvis. The ship has already promised to use the whaleboat 
at both Christmas and Palmyra so we only need the rafts for four more islands. 

Since they have recieved such a bad pounding I doubt very much if the rafts 
will be serviceable by the end of this trip. The one that blew up is not good 
for anything but very short trips because the patch that was put over the three 
foot hole can't be put on tight enough to completely stop the air leak. The 
other raft, since it will be used all of the rest of the time, and has already 

been battered about won't be in much better shape at the end. This is the worst 

surf I've seen in four trips. 

On Howland Island, we captured another one of Munro's ancient Sooty Terns: 
Biol Sarvey 38 - 312056. This bird was captured because Larry went completely 
wild one night and banded the grand total of 3507 birds for a new project record. 
I doubt very seriously if any one else will come closd to this total. His 
announced goal is 100,000 birds before he quits the project and at his present 
rate he'll make it. 

The banding total for the first half, in spite of the washout on Hull Island 
and a full moon on Enderbury Island (through the entire night), stands at 
26 , 997 . Lots of surprises such as Wedge-tailed Shearwaters and Audubon's 
Shearwaters on Birnie, Audubon's on Enderbury and Wedge-tails on Canton (a whole 

colony of them# ) 



' In many ways the Hitchiti is the best ship yet. The captain, it seems, 
volunteered for this trip so the ship’s attitude is somewhat different that 
that of the others we’ve had. They figure that they are here to provide us 
with assistance and do so whenever asked. One of the best things is the way 
they take us in close to these islands. On McKean they did something the 
Shearwater would be hard put to beat. The captain came in real close and 
stuck the bow of the ship into the boat channel we were using so that he only 
had about 30 foot of clearance on both sides and the front of the bow was little 
more than 200 feet from the shore. Once out of the channel it took about two 
minutes to reach the side of the ship and tied up. If you want to collect 
birds they say "Sure, that will be great docking practice for the junior 
officers." It’s quite a ship compared to the others. 

Enclosed is a list of gear that will be needed for the next ATF trip. 

Max has already written about the use of the Vacutainers so I won't go into 
that. I have gone over this list several times and don't think I have missed 
anything of great importance — if so Fred aan probably spot it. 

If I am going to stay in H ono lulu and make the preparations for the next 
ATF trip on April 15 I am going to need some more funds. This last stay was 
a rather expensive one ...especially since $ 350.00 of my money went to pay for 
office furniture for Dr. Ely. I have enough to pay for my food bill on the 
ship and to cover my expenses for a week or so but that is all. I certainly 
hope not but, due to the bad beating they have received, might have to buy a 
new motor for the next trip. At anyrate, whatever I get will be spent as 
carefully as can be managed under Honolulu’s peculiar circumstances. So 
please: money, money, money! (The battle cry of the SI field man) 

Going through the ATF #7 planning book, which you have Xerox copies of, 
the following items will be needed for the next trips 

Stove. Gas, etc. 

1/8" twine - 15 bundles 

Banding Supplies 

#502 bulbs - 20 

Size D Batteries - 30 dozen 

Large pliers - 10 pair 

Small Pliers - 10 pair 

Small pliers w/ cutters - 10 pair 

Headlamps - 4 new. 

Navigation Lights 

4 new batteries 

4 new spare light units 

((both to be unpacked and used only if necessary...the batteries have 

taken quite a beating this trip and several show signs of deterioration))] 

Insect Collecting 

5 gross small vials w/caps 

2 gross large vials w/caps 

3 dozen jars w/caps 

Tweezers , fine - 5 pair 

1 pint of Carbon Tet (for killing jars) 






' * V 


Skinning and Collecting 


Cfecse-c- 1 *™ ' M 

Plastic bags - 500 Whirl-pak 

200 small 
200 medium 
100 large 


stM w< a 


t &/ 


r r* / -t- 

JLJjuju* *£•- 


JL^ 


2 boxes rubber bands 
scalpels - 8 

small scissors - 12 pair 

Large scissors - 12 pair 

Needles - 5 packs of large headed ones 

Thread - 10 spools of fairly substantial thread. 

Cotton - 1 carton 
Excelsior - 2 half drums 
SI Pacific Project labels - 200 
PDB crystals - 4 quarts 

Wooden dowels - several sizes for large and small birds. 

Formaldehyde - there should be an adequate supply on hand at Ely’s—you 

might check with him during one of your phone conversations 
just to make sure he does have a good supply... if not, send 
out about 24 quarts. 

Fish Poison - a6 much as Fred decided he will need for his three new islands. 


Camera 


A new Polaroid 

Whatever other equipment Fred decided to take. 

Blood Supplies 

Vacutainers and needles for large birds 

Standard syringe, Needle and vacutainers for small birds. 

4 new test tube racks 

About 1800 stirring sticks (cotton-tipped applicators-these always seem 
to disappear once the pack has been opened so that we never seem to 
have enough.) 

If vacutainers are used exclusively this will eliminate rubber stoppers, and 
time tape and a lot of messing around. 

Whatever is taken on the trip should be up to Fred, however. 

About 9 gross small vials w/ caps should be sent out for blood work 
Also about 8 gross of Dispopettes. 


Camping Gear 


tk 30 new 24-inch tent stakes would help 

chewed up and badly bent. 


- the ones we have are getting 


15 new tent poles to replace those that are freezing up and getting bent. 


2 new tent bags are needed 
2 new tent pole bags are needed 


about 20 half drums will be needed for the next trip. 
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Rubber Rafts & Motors 

-•* 

at least 1 and preferably 2 new rafts should be obtained for the next 
trip. Then they can take several of the older rafts and use them until they 
are no longer serviceable before breaking out the new ones. It is definitely 
unwise to rely on rafts that hare been taken\on one or more previous trips. As 
we are now finding out, when you hit really nasty surf conditions, the new 
rafts don't even hold up too well. 

On the motors, we'll just have to wait and see. All sorts of parts such 
as the shift arm have been broken on the ones we're now using. One of the 
motors was submerged and filled completely with sand when we were wiped out 
on Baker Island, Another of the motors was drowned out six times in a row 
when we attempted unsuccessfully to launch the raft through heavy surf on 
Baker during the course of one entire afternoon. Such experiences certainly 
Haven't done either of the motors much good and they are starting to show the 
wear and tear. If we hit any more of the bad stuff during the rest of the trip 
one or both may end up completely shot. 

Statione ry Suivnlies 

Plain Bond - 200 
Air Mail envelops - 40 
Medium Manila envelops - 15 
Large Manilia envelops - 15 
Small Green Memo books - 4 dozen 
Masking Tape - 4 rolls 

((Send no Scotch tape - we now have enough to pave the Golden Gate Bridge) 
12 Marks-a-lot felt pens - several colors but mostly Black, 

Red, green, Blue and Yellow pencils - 2 of each. 

Ballpoint pens - 4 dozen, 

3 bottles Higgins Eternal Ink. 

6 # 0 Rapidographs (we have quite a few #00 on hand) 

5 typewriter erasers (the mice must have eaten the other ones we had) 

((or maybe the Dermestids carried them away)) 

F&W forms: 

Schedules : 600 
Returns : 200 
Recovery: 200 

SI Recovery - 300 
At-Sea forms: 

A - 60 
B - 60 
c - 60 

Journal filler - 3 boxes 
Baggage tags - 60 

((send no mailing tubes - we now have enough to make a pontoon bridge 
under the Golden Gate Bridge,)) 













Ammunition 

We haven 1 t done much shooting as yet so have a fair supply on hand# 
Don f t know if Dr# Ely was successful in locating the several boxes that 
are floating around somewhere in Pearl Harbor# If not, it wouldn r t hurt 
to send out # 2, # 4 and # 12 shot (which are hard to get in Honolulu#)) 

We need new leather gun pouches for both shotguns##*# 


Filter Screen for Lab Door - hope you checked on this item and were able 

to obtain several# We don t have anything in the lab door at present 
and it is hotter than the proverbial hinges in here# 

hi s 

This is all I can think of at the present time. Fred may be able to go 
over the list and add a few more i tarns here and there. Had to do this in a 
hurry because the mail will go out early tomorrow morning shortly after we 
land. The next mail will go out of Pago Pago around February 28 so there 
will be a slight delay between this letter and subsequent ones containing 
reports and ±x other pertinent (and impertinent) comments. 

If ambition and inspiration strikes strong enough there may even be another 
sterling edition of the Fairy Island Times . Time alone will tell. 

Before I forget, you might add two dozen of the Atlas quart jars to the 
ATF gear list. 

Only six more islands to go and we'll be headed back to Pearl, sigh! 

Hope you’re all behaving yourselves,...Max and I are. (trying to.) 












February 20, 1965 


Dear Maryanna: 


Well here we are nearing the end of the first half of our journey. 
Things have gone very well. This ship is a real jewel and I hope that 
Fred draws it for the next trip. The XO will be new next time probably 
or they may delay Mr. Zogg's departure until the Hitchiti comes back in 
June. They have apparently been notified that they may take out the next 
trip'. You probably know all this already anyway. 

The vacutainer and needles worked out very well for the larger birds , 
but not so good for the smaller ones. I am recommending that vacutainer Qcr°5 
holders, needles and the vacutainers be purchased for the upcoming trip^ 

(ysk 3±»e for the smaller birds I recommend the use of the old system with a 
hypodermic. The vacutainers should replace the use of the centrifuge 
tubes as they are less likely to crack in the spinner and they can be used 
with the hypodermic needle on the smaller birds to hold the blood. You 
should contact Fred and see how many large birds he intends to process 
so that the appropriate number of disposable vacutainer needles can be 
ordered. We still have about 6 holders and he should have at least a 
couple of dozen on hand incase he loses some like I did. 

Up to this time, we have banded 26997 birds. We could have had 
alot more but the moon as usual hampered our work on the better islands. 

I am sending the bi-weekly schedules to Ely for forwarding. Doug is 
sending the banding records to Jane. 



Personnel have worked out very well. Huber is somewhat the pet of 
the Pacific Project I see and I am just as badfas the rest I guess. It 
is so hard to get mad at him. He banded 3507 birds in one night on How¬ 
land Island. Guess that is some kind of record. Merrill is the only one 
that has really bugged me and I chewed him out one evening and he pouted 
for about 24 hours. Oh well so goes the life of a leader. 

I can't say enough about the ship. The Captain bends over backwards 
to help us. They even send in food from the galley if the boat is making 
the runs near mealtime. Tell Fred that they even haul the navigation lights 
around on shore and don't bother us with them at all. 

We have had terribly rough surf on this trip and have really banged 
up the motors. We had a cream out at Baker and the Polaroid camera came 
out of its waterproof case and sank. The raft went completely over. We 
ppent one whole afternoon trying to launch the boat at Baker and the crew 
was thrown out each time. Hull Island was bypassed because of heavy surf. 

We did blow out the back end of a new boat bedause of to much air expansion. 

The Hitchiti sent a beach p*rty ashore at Enderbury. They seemed to 
enjoy themselves and only one bunch got stoned. 

I will write you another letter before departing Pago Pago. Why don't 
you let Fred read this. 

Urine 



SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20560 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
February 19, 1965 


(Mrs.) Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds, P a cific Project 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Thank you for forwarding my mail, especially since bills were 
involved. I think you should add to the droppings a note telling 
everyone why I'm in Nebraska. The last one only mentioned the 
fact that I was commng out here. I'm working with the 7 ####$## 
families, 2li subfamilies, and 171 genera of feather mites. 

The ifie&ther mite collection here is extremely good. 

Several more things that should be obtained are as follows: 

Wild Microscope Accesories: 


#7032 Filter Exchange T/M20 

#8065 Grey Filter, dia. 33 mm, transmittance 32^ 
# 8066 " " " " » 50 % 



Slide boxes U doz. Black cardboard like last order. 

Glass Sheet 3 1 x 2' \ in thick for use under micro scope 

^ Florescent Lamp for table (clamp-on type,with moveable arm) 


It has warmed up considerably and the snow is melting very fast. 
It's now down to about 6 inches. We may get some more on Sunday, 
however. 


Best regards, 



Binion 
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February 19, 1965 


Mr. Cameron B. Kepler 

Smithsonian Field Party 

US Coast Guard LORAH Station 

USB Station, Box 56 

FPO, San Francisco, California 




96640 
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Dear Cam; 







M ■ 


Just a quick note on your vacation. I understand from Dr. Ely that you 
and Warren had planned to leave Honolulu the end of February for three weeks. 
With this In «4nd he said you would be leaving Kure February 25 to Midway - 
then on the 26th leave Midway which would get you into Honolulu the night 
before your plane left. These plans have been approved. You have at present 
108 hours of Annual Leave and will get 6 more hours each pay period, st> if 
you take three weeks you should be about even. 




and pardon the rush right 

you didn't know. 






: t 




te send me exact departure d 
could possibly be reached in case of emergency. 




You wouldn't watch any birds on vacation, would you? Come see us 
sometime!I 


JK\. 


















Sincerely yours. 


HV'; , '»>•: 


(Mrs) Haryanna Soe: 
Research Secretary 
Division of Birds 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


S, I. - Kure 
February 14, 1965 


Mrs. Maryanna Smellow 
Pacific Project 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 20560 

De§,r Maryanna s 

After nine months in the field I really feel ready for a vacation. With 
this in mind, and the necessity of advance planning, could you let me 
know as soon as you can how long I will remain on Kure, and what the 
project has in mind for me after I leave here. If I am to leave in late 
February or early March I would like to have three weeks off if that is 
possible, I imagine that by this time I have accrued about 14-15 days of 
annual leave that I could use. 

Hoping to hear from you soon. 


Sincerely yours. 



Cameron B. Kepler 





















OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : Maryanna 


date: 18 February 1965 


from : Thug and Dave 


subject: displacement and identification as applied to fl looking—glass self 



Materials urgently needed: 

3 meter sticks 
dividers 

—Marks^a-lotrr black only 
u-iOOO-ft - wire, colored, 14 guage, stranded 

_—-— 1 boat, outboard, Boston whaler type * 

u-^pkg shot, split, lead, large 
SejJH? musette bags 

2 whamo slingshots (for shorebirds) 


Due to the recent increase in research duties at Johnston Atoll 
all work has been placed on an hourly basis and any interruption 
in this schedule without at least a weeks notice or more will 
have drastic effects on the research being g arri xst conducted 
here at Sand Island. Please extend this message to any and all 
concerned persons. 


♦nothing ventured, nothing gained. 


NH-DB/tp 


f 

! 














t sr #»4. > fiS 


Maryanns* Here are my ideas on scheduling for the next few months, 
lou will notice a few changes in dates and the usual question marks, A 
couple of the fellows will not like some of the committments but so be it, 

As we discussed there are still several possible personnel problems so we 
may still have to make a number of changes - as usual - always problems. 

Anyway, I've checked this out several way^to see what functional 
peop&e would be in Honolulu, etc at various times. The excess might as 
well go back to D.C, 

SAND: Heryford to be replaced in early April by Keplerj Kepler to be replaced 
in early June by man M , Man/could be a Inown dependable like Amerman,or 
perhaps Heryford for a short stay depending on how he works out. Please 
don't make a committment here - too much can happen between not: and then. 

Brat ley to be replaced in late >x pril by man N. Man N. to be replaced in ! 
late June by man 0, Same two possibilities as above for Man N. I want 
to talk with Lehner and several others before senfling anyone else out, 

I realize that ^inion will be upset because this isn't spelled out with 
definite committments through June but it can't be helped. 

How can we have so many people and still not be able to fill all of the slots??? 
By 1 &py at the latest we will have definite committments from fellows who 
wish to stay* In the meantime we may have to gamble on some of the questionable 
people, even for Sgnd. 

KURE: Standen to be reolaced by Wirtz in late March, (probably to Kure on 21 
March if the SHEARWATER goes to Midway; 28 March if the ship returns to 
D.C, If all goes well he will remain to the completion of the rat work 
sometime in June. 

Anderson to be replaced by Heryford in mid April; Heryford to be replaced 
by Bratley on mid May. Bratley to stay through June. 

Kepler to be replaced by Fleet late February. Cam needs to leave Kure 
not later than 26 February. J, his will put him in ^onojLulu the nig^t before 
his flight to Tahiti with Warren, r leet could go to* iWiwf 2 March/to Kure 
li March, If all goes well he would be replaced by Man 1 not later than 30 
May and probably sooner. 

Kure will have a lower priority than Sand insofar as our most dependable people 
are concerned. Somehow I've got to keep track of the personality problems there. 
I'll talk to Cam as soon as he arrives or perhaps by phone from Midway and see 
his side of the problem. 

ATF: Sibley, Standen, Huber and hong are positives. We have problems here again 
with Fred and ^ob. ^ince head-knocking isn't practical a briefing of ALL hands 
on the cruise is in order, Fred can take his pick of any two of the following 
three* Lehner, H 0 eman, Stadel. I would prefer to koep St?del here as probably 
the best choice for filling other slots. 

I would like to know how many of the bad reports are due to personality 
problems or just dislikes. I'm getting suspicious about several but we'll 
just have to wait a while and see. 


















BCF : With Warren on leave Busted will probably have to go alone. I haven't 
talked to him yet but think that he can do it. Aprils King and Woodward; 

Bay ! King and Amerman; June ! Busted and Woodward. Warren will probably 
be coming back in June to start writing. 

AT SEA* Assuming the -Leeward trip the March crew would be * Wirtz, Clapp, Stadel, 
Boeman, Amerman. The grid work still has priority and we will not have 
word for some time. Bight now it is doubtful if we will go into the grid 
for March or April. If the grid is closed in April, we will plan an at sea 
collecting trip as close to it as possible. For this reason the April 
crew will include Gould, Busted and ^merman for sure. Merrill and % M 0 nt 
seem like the other two. 

May atfsea* G 0 uld, Anderson, Busted, Woodward, % Mont. 

June at sea* Gould, Anderson, Amerman, Du i-1 ont., Man ZZ. 

1 still suspect that Pat will be quitting sonetime this summer but he is 
not commenting on this now. I really don't blame him for waiting to see how 
things develop. Anyway he has promised me an answer by 1 Msy. If he does 
quit we will try to fill the position from outside as soon as possible. I want 
to be on the record now as opposing any deal to keep Pat or any of the others. 
Despite the bad deals he has been given on the project (?) his work and 
attitude doesn't justify any more than he is now getting (in grade raises are 
OK). i,K ' + 

I'm sure changes will have to be made in the future but if we can keep 
a month ahead we will be in fair shape. Inere will be competent people here 
most of the time but only a minimum back in D.C. for writing. Lehner may as 
well stay in D.C. until just before the ATF trip (if Fred wants him). I'll 
send Boger back right after the March at sea to take over Fred's work. 

We will have 8-9 people here frcm late March through mid April but can 
keep most of them busy on the offshore islands, etc. and perhaps some writing 
or something. I can see frustrations trying to keep trac# of them. D 0 ug H. 
can't get here too soon. This doesn't leave us much padding for new things 
that open up so keep your fingers crossed. 















Tentative assignments 


Amerman (7) 

Amerson (ll) 

Feb. - at sea 

Mar. - at sea (Leewards) 

Apr. - at sea 

May - BCF 

June at sea 

Except for possible short trips to 
stay in D.C. for writing, reports and 
working up Arthropod data. 

Anderson (5>) 

Bratley (7) 

Feb. lit - Kure 

May - at sea 

June - at sea 

Feb. 15- 0 , 

late Apr. Ssnd 

Kure 

June 

Clapp (9) 

DuMont (5) 

Feb. - BCF 

Mar. - at sea (Leewards) 
late liar. - ?? return to D.C. 
to sub. for Fred on southern 
island reports. 

Feb. D.C. helping k’in 

Mar. as above 

Apr. - at sea 

May - at sea 

June - at sea 

Fleet ( 9 ) 

Gould (ll) 

Mar. Y 

t ivure 

*pr. 

May - D.C* 

June - ?? (writing) 

Feb. 

Mar. - writing in u ono. 

Apr. - at sea 

May. -eome- time—in -here^irtuet- gp 

June - TjJaflX to D.C. for-illustrations 

dr guide,- specimen work, etc 

Hackman (7) 

Heryford ( 7 ) 

ATF to late March 

March - S s nd 


will stay in Honolulu indefinitely mid-Apr. - mid. Mar. Kure 

will probably have to return to D.C. later March - to D.C. schedule after this 


to straighten up affairs. rt hen ??? 

indefinite; depends on status of Arthrop 
work and his ability for misc. work 

Hoeman ( 7 ) 

Husted (5) 

Feb. - ct-eee D.C. 

Mar. - at sea (Leewards) 

Apr. - 

mid. June - ATF T7 

( obhasTwise -afresea) 

Feb. - at sea 

Mar. - BCF 

Apr. - at sea 

May - at sea 

June - BCF 




Huber (5) 

Kepler ( 7 ) 

to late March - ATF 
to mid April - Honolulu 
mid April - mid June - ATF 
phase out 

Feb- Kure 

Mar. - vacation 

Apr. - Sand 

May - Sand 

June - ??? 

King (7) 

Kirkpatrick ( 9 ) 

Feb. - BCF 

Mar. - vacation 

Apr. - BCF 

May - BCF 

June --probybly writing in D.C. 

to late March - ATF 

April - to D.C. - interviews for perm- 
anenet employment; then works up 
mouse data and other writing before 
terminating .just prior to 1 June 

Lehner (7) 

Merrill ( 5) 


to mid February - Sand to late Mar. - ATF 

mid Feb. - D.C. (leave & meetings) Apr. - at sea 
ar©tesb±yi>aek by mid-Apr 1 jfATF.|g) May ?? 


Sibley (ll) 

must be back for termination in early 

June - perhaps i June? 

Stadel ( 7 ) 


D.C. except for mid-Apr. to mid-June to mid. F e b. - Kure 
ATF; writing and planning other times.to diade F e b. - leave 


Standen (£) 

March - at sea (Leewards) 

Apr. - June («^Hk«.©r on island rotatior$ 

Sundell ( 9 ) 

to late March - Kure 
mid - Apr* Vmid °une ATF 

probably in D.C. for collection and 
proofreading, on call if urgently 
needed in field. 

Thompson (ll) 

Whitman {$) 

to late Mar* - ATF 
late Mar - June - D*C. (?) 
planning for Pribiloffs (unless 
other developments) 

ret. D.C. mid. F e b.; terminate before 

1 March. 

Wirtz (ll) 

Woodward ($) 

to March 1 - D*C* 

March* 1 - 20 2$ (at sea) 
late Mgr* to early June - Kure 
mid June ????? 

to late March - ATF 

Apr. - gCP 

M s y - At sea 

June - BCF 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 28. D. C. 




15 February 1965 


Dear MaryannaJ 

*ou will be getting lots of mail if all of these fragments arrive. 
This list should take care of most of the travel orders for awhile. 

Anderson and Bpatley are all OK. 

Fleet will need to leave D.C. on 28 February and will need orders 
for Midway on 2 March and Kure on U March. His orders may not arrive 
on time - if not, 8n d ^i a n will have to hold the fort. Since it 
is so late I've written John to get the orders started. 

Probably late February (hold for the present) Wirtz, H oera?n an d 
Stadel fly out from D.C. - no orders needed. 

Early March (probably around 7 March) *»in -Bgnko flies out - no orders 
needed. 

Date March - Du Mont flies out from D.C. - n o orders needed. 

Early April - Kepler to replace Heryford at Sgnd - needs orders. 

Mid-April - Sibley and Dehner fly out fr cm D.C. - no orders needed. 

Mid-April - Heryford replace A n derson on Kure - needs orders. 

Late April - Bratley will be replaced by Man N. - will need orders. 

lou had best check this list to see if I missed anyone. 

Doug Whitman will fly back within a few days. He has been on leave 
starting Monday morning. Ai so Lehner and c lapp will return after finishing 
their present assignments in February and March respectively. 









A. B. amerson, JR. 

BIRD DIV., PACIFIC PROJECT 
SMITHSONIAN INST., U.S.N.M. 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 
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11 February 1965 


Dear Cam and §ob* 

Dennis called from Midway tonight and reports that all is going 
well on Kure* I like good news. Fell, its over - three weeks of talk¬ 
ing, arguing and planning and the S.I. and the agency seem to have a 
pretty good understanding of the next year's activities* Bill has sent 
you a brief run down so I'll skip that part for now. %• main accomplish¬ 
ment seems to have been to get t.iree weeks farther behind. 

I'm sending along a copy of a memo which can serve as a sort of a 
briefing for 8ll hands. The reduction in staff will mean more responsi¬ 
bility end work for those who remain. It also meens that the field men 
will have to be able to do any job, anywhere, with or without supervision. 
The entire operation is being tightened all down the line and will be 
conducted ss a single integrated project with much more definite prior¬ 
ities and assignments. A more formal description of the new program 
will be circulated as soon as tae formal contract is signed. By l Mgy 
at the latest I must know which people wish to remain for another year 
so that the overall situation can be reviewed, ^o be thinking about 
the new program and whether you would be interested in working under 
tighter conditions. Please return the memo when you have read it. 

Several topics of recent discussion are of direct interest to you 
fellows, /s you probably know by now the blood work will be increased 
and it is either a question of our collecting it or of having the agency 
team collect it. % feeling, which I hope you share, is that we can do 
a better, more representative job than they end with less potential harm 
for our other studies. The agency has agreed that if we can supply blood 
from Kure in sufficient emounts that they will collect on Midway only 
and just fly over to Kure for your samples. I was supposed to see John 
today for details but it is almost flight time and he hasn't called or 
come by yet. Anyway, for the present try to have 200 samples by the end 
of the month. A small series of as many species as possible should be 
included but the majority can be the most readily available soecies. 

I hope to have more details for you soon. 

The details in the bi-monthly reports have been good for the most 
part, especially the last one. 1 am concerned that more of the gulls 
were not collected but I understand that Bill has made this point. Imma¬ 
ture gulls in this area are practically impossible in the field. Tour 
check on the turnover of walker Lgysen's was a good bit of initiative to 
answer a particular question. Such data fits in nicely with our banding 
and recovery activities. Fa will be phrsing into the new program very 
soon even on Kure and it will be easier to allocate time for hi^i priority 
programs, -‘hen sufficient data has been collected to prove the desired 
point, or wnen tae work is not achieving its desired aim or function, it 
will be dropped. 1 long this line it is pbout time to analyze the inter- 
roost movement of boobies and frigates to see wnether we are reaching the 
Bimini returns• 


Cam, I am concerned about the amount of time devojred to the Booby 
behavior study, Tae statement in the progress report th't it was being 
done daily is disturbing. I forgot to ask Dennis for details end I do ' 
not neve sufficient information to make a judgement but you must realize that 
any behavior studies are LOW priority and must not take time from other 
studies. I hope that I am concerned about a problem that does not exist. 

Another point that has come up is bettere exchange of information, 
it is perfectly within your privilege to write personal letters to Bill 
or to anyone else but please eitaer put Kure business in other letters 
to Maryanns or myself or send in censored versions so that we also know 
what is going on. T he entire operation is being streamlined and Maryann* 
and must know what is going on in ell press* are going to have in— 
creased efficiency and service to the field from both this office and 
from D*Cm but hsre sgsin It can*t happen over night# 

I read your description of the rat population on Lgysens with 
special interest. It isn't a very pleasant situation but it is certainly 
e fine opportunity to document this predation* From your descriptions I 
would guess that you have good notes on this. Be sure that you continue to 
document exactly what neppnes end that all of our people on the island 
observe this. If possible get photos, if you haven't alreedy. At the 
least, deserted nests, feathers and injured and d^ad birds should be doc¬ 
umented. Ahis should make an EXCELLENT paoer in addition to being one 
of our best examples of interaction to date. %ile it is fresh in 
mind, document all that you can remember about the spread of this con¬ 
dition in the colony. It was noted last year but I don't recall that it 
was so widespread - we'll ask Bill about this. Keep close watch on the 
situation in case the entire colony decides to get into the act. In the 
meantime DON’T try to errediefcte all the rats on Kure. This may not 
make us popular with the Audubon Society, S.P.C.A., etc. but biologically ' 
its an exceli.ont opnortu ity to watch developments* From your description 
l m assuming that it is not in the rat study area. A m I correct? If it is 
not and if tae condition continues to spread, try trapping rats in one 
part of tae affected area and carefully document the results. It would be ' 
very interesting to know waetner just a small part of tae rat population 
Is Involved or waetner all adjacent rats get the habit. V.’ith careful 
observation this little study should be a very important one. Then if 

conditions warrent we can attempt eradication after the rat program is 
comoleted in June# 

John called from the airport just before leaving. They aren't sure 
as usual as to iust what sera are desired but they do want 100 minimum 
per month, excluding sera from sick birds change my first request fer 200 
samples down to 150 . They would like 25-30 samples per week distributed 
among the more common species - albatrosses, frigates, boobies, petrels 
vyou can pool two samples), etc. 1(11 keep you posted as things develops. 
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SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


■f/c 


ff Memorandium n 

To: Maryanna Smellow 

From: Field Party, Sand-Johnston 

Concerning: materials needed 

Please send the following items: 




—1--—— 

~~ Rada-r^-Li^i | H-tt* '■ mi. mi—La o 

^3 pr. 

Small scissors 

‘-"2 

Typewriter ribbons (3CM Classic 12) 

doz. 

Thumb tacks 

. 7 

Letters, Love, Passionate (NH#7735962243??4649001 a) 
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Smithsonian Party 

U. S.C.G. Loran Station 

V. B.B. Air Station, Box 36 
PPO San Francisco, Cal. 
96640 


Dear Can, Bob and Alan: 

Wo have Just finished the various planning sessions connected 
with the work for the next fiscal year, personnel scheduling, 
report writing and so on, and I'll brief you In general on some of 
the Major items for the entire project and then go into details for 
Kure. 

The planning for the next fiscal year will include three major 
phase of work: at-sea, Sand-John ton, and surveillance In peripheral 
areas. There will be a staff reduction to about 38 people with 17-18 
field personnel. We will continue to use the Shearwater and should 
only have one trip out at a time, thus the reduction In personnel. 

We expect to have 4 grid trips, 3 or 4 ATT type surveys. Including 
one to the Leewards, continual meintainanee of the station at Sand, 
end shorter trips to Kure, Midway, French Frigate, and so on. The 
editorial committee has begun the slow process of grinding out some 
papers, or at least determining where to start grinding. If he has 
not already done so. Dr. Fly will talk with each person concerning 
their future with the project, more details on planning as It con¬ 
cerns each person, what will be expected of them if they continue, 
end eo on. 

The personnel schedule for Kure runs approximately as follows. 
Bob Flset back In early March to relieve Cam; myself back in late 
March to relieve Bob Stenden. Feasibly Dennis back in May to re¬ 
lieve Alan, then someone to relieve Bob, and I'm staying till early 
June. After June the station will probably drop to one man till 
the end of August. I have a great list of things to do, suggestions, 
and miscellaneous Ideas about Kure which I'll run throng in no 
particular order except te indicate relative order. The materiel In 
this letter should then govern the direction of the field work on 
Sure till the end of June. 

Alan should begin making a complete inventory of all our equip¬ 
ment on Kure. Do the entire lab a trunk or a shelf at a time; make 
this absolutely complete without counting pins or needles, but do 
indicate things like this as present. Send the original to Maryanna 
and a carbon should stay on Kurt when this is finished. I want num¬ 
bers or all items present with the exception of definitely valueless 
things t&lch need just be Indicated as present. 








It is extremely Important to concentrate on band returns and 
recoveries of all e peeies this spring. Ton seen particularly to be 
lagging on albatross recoveries. Continue working on frigates and 
boobies in the roosts* banding* obtaining recoveries, and spray- 
painting birds. Pat lets of paint on then as this marking as been 
decided upon in lien of streamers for at-sea identification of 
Leeward birds. I mean lots of paint; it should last for several 
months if ws do this* and this is important. Ve will begin wing¬ 
tagging lion in Island Petrels only* as soon ss the tags arrive. Bob 
will probably bring them out. Don't worry about banding Sonins 
until the wing tags arrive for we'll Just have to handle those birds 
a second time to put the tags on. Use this time to build up a re¬ 
serve of banded and painted boobies and frigates and to obtain 
albstrose recoveries. 

To save confusion here I have changed the specimen labeling 
policy for Knre to conform with what others ere doing. Prom now 
on put a complete museum label* filled out according to the circu¬ 
lar letter regarding the tame, on each specimen as soon as it is 
collected and processed. This is of course In addition to the 
field series label. Continue completing a KcBee card and cataloging 
as in the past. Bob and Alan should continue making up skins when¬ 
ever time permits. If large birds are too greasy at least make them 
to salted skins. Because of the backlog of eklns do not continue 
te collect big series of common things and freeze them* unless you 
feel there will definitely be time to skin then out there. Be cer¬ 
tain te collect all gulls* etc. that show up as soon as they are 
semi* take blood samples* collect ectoparasites and prepare the 
specimen. 

* 1 - - • . .. . ~ 

Be sure to check Bon ins, frigates and boobies for egg-laying 
dates this spring. It's best te palpate the Bonins when you're 
handling them to feel eggs; this works pretty well. 


We've got to increase eur efforts in the blood, ectoparasite* 
arthropod area. A minimum of 50 samples a week from as many species 
as passible (that's a total of 50 from all species, not 50 from each 
species) will be a good goal until I get more definite word from the 
contracting agency. Also continue taking ectoparasites off live 
birds. Ghee you get the 50 McBee cards per species stop making the 
eards and Juet take parasites, cataloging them in the ectoparasite 
catalog as ve have been doing in the past. Refer to the new field 
manual* items 1264 and 1267, for the proper labeling of specimens, 
and instructions for filling out the ectoparasite data sheet, a 
batch of which I'm sending under separate cover. Be certain to 
follow the instruction to use separate vials for specimens from 
different parte of the body of one bird* labeling each vial as to 
whore it earns from* but using only one ectoparasite catalog number* 
l.e. 237a, 237b, 237c; a head* bowings, c body. 






We also want to Increase the no*bar of Berlese samples. Take 
15-20 samples per week out of the eooty colony area; 1 believe 
we'll tee a population change, tickvlte, «e the tootles return end 
we Bust document this. Continue to take material frost albatross 
and booby nests, end as other things start to nest, l.e. frigates 
and rod-foots, run some of their nests also. Big out Bonin end 
old vedgatail burrows end run material from those also. Bun litter 
material from all ever the Island, keeping careful track of what 
areas are sampled. Wo must obtain a largo statistical sample on 
this Berlose materiel this spring, and negative data Is Just as 
Important as positive. "Sto .ter Berlose samples in the ectoparasite 
catalog. 

A couple more things on blood work. Be sure to get blood 
samples from sick Leysans and mako sure you havo 3 or 4 frozen 
ones to bring back. Cam should bring these end the seal skin beck 
frozen with him. If you're not coming back to D.C. take them to 
Bono and have that sent to mo air express and telegram me as to 
what airline, flight number, airport and specific time they'll be 
arriving here so we can arrive to meet them. Are you using the 
station's refrigerator for blood samples; I'm assuming you are. 

Talk to Dave and sake aura this Is creating no problems for the 
station, for if It Is wo should get a small refrigerator of our own. 

Wo should continue the seal pup work this spring, for even 
though the project Is not Interested It would be a shame to pass 
up the opportunity to add to the limited knowledge an this species. 
Check the beaches carefully for pups end t ag and weigh them as 
clooo to birth as possiblo, and at weekly intervals thereafter. 

The measurements I've taken, done each time they're weighed, are as 
follows. Total length - from the tip of the snout to the tip of 
the tall with the pup stretched fall length on the sand, someone 
will have to ly beside It end hold It stretched out - they don't 
bite; Tall - length of that portion which protrudes from the skin; 
Hind flipper — two measurements, one of each lobe, taken from the 
fold between the tall and one flipper to the end of the upper and 
lover lobe respectively, of one flipper; Tore flipper - taken from 
the "armpit" with the point of the rule pressed against the rib 
cage, to the end of the flipper; Girth - wrap the tape around the 
chest just behind the fore flippers, so that It runs through the 
* armpits". 

Here's e problem for Bob's microclimate work, if you haven't 
already discovered It. Blnlon discovered on Send that there 1 b 
significant elactridel leakage In the soil from the loran and trans¬ 
mitting antennas; this can be detected several miles away; which 
adversely affects the telethermoaeter. Check your soil temperatures 
with e hand thermometer for this. Check air temperatures likewise 
although there shouldn't be any significant effect here. I would 
do all the work at tha south end of tho island. If you brought your 



Wheats ton# bridge out thoro this will probehly really show the 
effect* of the electrical leakage. 

If Donnie didn't bring the catalog back to D.C. be sure the 
next man does. Keep a temporary catalog until the original ia 
returned. Don't send it through the mall. I can send it back 
through the nail once we hare a Verifier copy of it here. Ship 
all cleaned skeletons back to the museum as soon as you hare a 
hex full. Replace the red beach stakes if you haven't already. 

I vent to put 1x2 stakes at the four corners of the plant plota 
to mark them also. Put these in if you have the wood; be sure to 
paint them and mark them with monel tags. 

I'm taking a crew of 4 up the Leewards in March, with stops 
at Laysan, Lislanski, end Pearl and Hermes, for a massive biological 
banding, ectoparasite, and blood collecting spree. I'll leave the 
Shearwater at Midway and come on over to Kure from there. We're 
working on island survey papers on Howland and Pearl and Hermes, 
a general guide for collaborators, and a technical field guide for 
the central Pacific. Also papers on range extensions, accidentals, 
and migrants, and several smaller things. The new office facilities 
are great. We finally got our phones yesterday after two weeks of 
silence. It's been <iulte warm in D.C. this past week, up into the 
60's yesterday. Bln ion through another blest last Saturday; Maryanna 
and I fell out of a chair together a«?ain. I live much closer to 
Blnion now so I didn't have near the trouble getting home as I did 
after the duly party. Bob fleet has high blood pressure, fungus, 
and is overweight but outside of that he's normal (I think). Linda 
fall down twlco on the ica after Binlon's party but that's normal 
also. Mgryanna's not wearing a girdle (don't ask hew we found out). 
I've been behaving magnificently (that's a lie). Outside of that 
nothing is new around hers. 


Regards, 


William 0. Wlrts IX 

Raseareh Curator, Pacific Project 









^r. Charles A, Ely 


7 February 19 65 


Mrs. Karyanna Smellow 
Honolulu and Washington D. 6. 

Mear people, 

, . 1 want SO home and as soon as possible. After seven and one- 

months in the field I just want to go home and not look at birds 
or a few days. I would like the leave to start on the 1$ of Februar 
and take off two weeks if that is satisfactory. I would rather not " 
come directly to D. C. since I want to stop off in Seattle Washington 
and see my girl j.riand and then go on and see my folks in Kansas. 


I would have applied for leave sooner but I did not racieve word 
tha 1 was to leave.the island until the day that I was to leave. I 
v.'ii.i not lea.e uniil February 11, 19&5 since I have several things 
to complete and pack. 



Dennis L. Stadel 





















OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : Maryanna Smellow date: 7 February 1965 

from : Norman Heryford 
subject: insect net 

Thank you very much for the broken insect net handle. 

Could you try it again, including a net! 

All parts are in the same box. 

Any ? 

Thank you. 

NH/tp 




February 3> 1965 


Dear Maryanna: 

Nancy Halliday arrived yesterday, lie were a bit surprised 
to see her so unexpectedly. 

Nancy has told me that the maps have been prepared for Howland 
and Baker Islands. ¥e cannot finish our work on these islands with¬ 
out copies of these maps. Could you see to it that 10 of the note¬ 
book size copies of each are sent to us? 

Are the Baker and Howland reports due by a certain date? He 
have been completely in the dark on when these are to be done. Is 
there any information available? 

I have been continuing the curatorial work of mounting specimens 
and typing labels for same. It has been an enormous job, I would hope 
that someone would keep us better informed on what is happening’. He 
have not seen or heard from anyone since early in December. 

Thanks for seeing to the maps. 


In haste, 



0 
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•28 January, 1965 


Dear Bill, 

just finished rat trapping so I will explanin what happned give 
a short summary of each -ays trapping, plus ray obeervations on tha general 
popu a non condition. We did not ! 0 the trapping last week since Cam 
and I botn had bad colds and we wanted to have Bob to help us. It 


ays of 


turned out much better since last week we would have nad two d 
rain and this week we only had to set traps in the rain once. 

Bvery thing is moving along smothly here as far as work accomplished 
and new records for the island* Ve oollected a Mus musculus on the 
island, so they put out large quanities of poisAn around the station, I 
hope that was tha only one out it is probably just a matter of time till 
they become established. I autop^ed the mouse and made a skin and filled 

out a n.reen Kc Bee card* I will not try to go into other new discoveries 
since y.-u c . reed about them in the report. 

The plane came two hows early so You will not get this letter 
until later than I had hoped. 

If Bob continues to work at the rate he is setting he will be a 
valuable asset to the station. The first two days we did not take any 
time off se if he gets any time off he will feel lucky. So far he has 
been keeping pace with me and working the same hours. He is working 
on temperature and micro-climate. 

25 Jan, 

The traps were set and checked to see that they were ija workihg 
order the night before. There was a small rain during the night and 
the vegetation was wet. It was cloudy all morning and cleared up 
partially by noon. We statted at 0730 and finished rows k and L after 
dinner, at 1430, I handled the rats and Cam recorded and Bob weighed, 

^e captuned 119 animals. ™ .9 traps we 9 not working properly so I left 
them all enen so we coul ' clean them. There '-'ere traps which were in 
working order with oat eal uniistur ed 

Bob and I reset traps while Cam worked on Booby Behavior, we 
took along puddy knives and cleaned and readjusted each trap. 

76 Jan. 


.uere was a lignt rain during the night which caused 


some 0 . 


the 


traps to not work because of sand bein v ; ’under the tredl< 3 . The morning 
was claudy and warm. We captured 124 rats last night which took us 
rom 0730 to 1115 to finish, 

27 Jan 


It was raining slightly when Bob and set the t-aps. Cam was working 
on Boobj Behavior, It was 54 degrees last nigh', and several rats were 
dead in the t-aps, but they were in bad general -ody coalition, having 
no fat and oeing weak. We sav^tf the dead marked *ats for a ;topsy, 
de captured 119 animals, ""hree different rats recovered from the cold 

•“‘‘•SJrfM -5730 aVhhi^ f? d 10 : 30 eleiSeJ th » ln * ! ' sUU • 


We 
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Jure, January 20 


p. 2. 


You may be interested in the new seal capturing device that Dennis 
thought up. We use the old seal weighing sling and throw it over the 
seal to be tagged. There are many advantages to this method, not the 
least of which is the speed with which we can tag. In a roadcut to the 
runway from east beach we tagged 4 seals in 15 minutes. The seals do 
not see their captured partners, and as the taggers are lying down on 
the canvas sling to hold the pinned seal iji place, other seals in the 
area remain. I think we must now hold a Record for seals tagged - 20 in 
2 hr. 5 min. We would have had more, but we temporarily ran out of tag s, 
so we returned tfc the station for chow - it rained after lunoh that day 
or w« could have easily doubled that number. Many of the seals have 
probably thrown old tags - on two occasions the old tag hole was clearly 
visible. 

I have tried to get a figure for total birds banded in 1964, but 
find it nigh on impossible. The totals given in the Bi-weekly report 
are off by a factor of 2,000 bands. A large source of this ertfr is 
found in the Jly 1-15 report. On Jime 39 the total bands used was 
given as 6570 ( but Bbb's tabular total was 6330)* the next report, 
after banding 133 birds, gives a 1964 toal as 4300, a drop of well over 
2,000bands. Probably the best place to figure this out is the schedules 
in DC. At any rate, you should know that the totals given from 
July 15 through the rest of 1964 are consistently 2,000 bands short of 
the actual numbers used, as all subsequent reports used the July 15 totals 
as the base upon which new banding totals were added. 

From ir.y stand point of staying on Kure through February I don't care 
wh&t goes or. anymore. I 'enow that in the future I will begoing home 

for a change of see 'ery, when I go does not make t..at much differe oe. 

If I don/t work 11 day and night I am very d .scontint and wan .er around 
with t.iat far away look. As far as the wore ..era it gets done and I 
feel that I am rtill working at least at 9' percent effiecer v . I want 
to go home nut I .ve wanted to do * .at sir.c^ I went to that nole called 
Johnston Island* As far as T am concerned do what ner is best for Kure 
and tue researen iere f I would rather s Lay than 1 et someone bo station 3d 

here that could not do a good job and does not know w.iat is going on* 

I know A hat both of you are prob->rly tired of coneig to this island and 
I can stay without too much a''-pleasantness# Do what ev’er you want add 
suits the vrit•n * in D* 


The world sacks. 
Cam and Stick 
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28 Jan. 

It was cold again and Lhe rats without much body fat died in the 
traps, they were saved for autopsy. Vfe captured 121 animals. The 
morning wa^ cloudy and cool. We finished by 1100 

% 

G«ne*An Observations# 

The traps need to be worked on and I will replace all the chewed 
off treddles before next months trapping. The low catch was not due 
to poor working traps since many of the traps whikh did not c a tch animals 
were checked and were in working order with oatmeal at the entrance of 
the trap and no rat tried to enter or didturb the t ap. 

Rats were lost to the cold weather which did not have .ody fat 
and these animals were weak and in bad general body condition and I did 

not feel while handling them them that they had lo^g to live with the 

population conditions as they exist on Jure now. 

I h ad trouble figuring out how to distinguish between adult and 

subadult animals. On the Females if the vulva was perforate I called 

it an adult. Tven animals that I felt had never bred were called 

adult if the vulva was perforate, I think the data will explain to 

you what the breeding condition was. On males I had a liferent 

problem but I think you will be able to figure out the age of the 

animal from checking the related collected data on the animal. On males 

if the teste was developed I celled it an adult and if undeveloped i 

called it an subadult. Sometime during the first day I beaame feery 

frustrated on the subject of what to call male rats, there were indivi iaa s 

which I thought had breed last year but the teste and cremaster were 

completly undeveloped, so the arfcitary classification I assigned to 

these individuals I am sure is all fouled up. On newly marked ra s 

I tried to figure out if they had breed bdfore but was never sure. 

Some of the A and 3 series punched ears are hard to distinguish 

and growing shut. On some of them I could only see the scar and repunched 

them, if the punch was not completly removed it often grew back 
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I an er^Vsino’ a latter to Howard Baltzo co 
the letter* ^rom him the other day, Chuck is eon 
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have alot of* o^oei e on the island this ^ear. 


The weather ^ere in. Honolulu i.s deli 
you were ^e^e to enjoy it with ye, T h 0 r 
until t return in A.nril , T.ovo and Kisses 













SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


S.I. - Kura 
January 20, 1965 


Kr, William 0. Wirtz, IX. 

Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C* 20560 

Dear Bill: 

Things continue to happen here - new gulls arrive almost every day, 
at least so it seems. This morning Dennis shot an Imm. Herring Gull, 
yesterday we got a GLaucus Gull. There continue to be lots of gulls 
on the island. 

Before T continue, you should know that the Post Office has decreed 
a new address for Midway, and consequently, for us. This address was 
effective Jan. 1, and should be henceforth used on all correspondence to 
Kutfe. It is as follows: 

U.S.C.G. Loran Station 
U.S. Naval Station, Box 36 
F.P.O. San Francisco 
96640 

If the zip code number is omitted, the letter will never reach here, it 
is absolutely essential. 

V.’e have collected one sick Laysan, and will get the others and send 
them off when we can. Do you want the blood samples from sick birds 
brought back also when someone leaves here? In terms of the Laysan 
sickness, these samples would probably be more valuable at Patuxent tha n 
in Utah. 

Regarding our willingness to stay on through February, 1*11 s/eak for 
myself and then let Dennis add his own remarks; I would be perfectly 
willing to stay here into March if that will help you there. As you know 
this would also allow me time to work on the ECLu-~faced Boobies as they 
lap and incubate eggs - this would be a big advantage in terms of more 
completely understanding their behavior. 

I was going to write a list of needed supplies to Maryanna, but if I 
include it here we will probably get the material more rapidly, so, here 
is what we are almost out of: 

Bi-weekly Report Forms (6 remain) 

Recovery Forms 

Mimeograph Paper (please - we are now on a borrowed 

Coast Guard Ream - perhaps you could send out 
6 reams - that should last) 






18 January 1965 


Dear Cam* 

Thanks for the prompt return of the information concerning Sand 
Island recaptures and returns. I am not surprised that you were un¬ 
able to run down some of ray clues. It is because of this confusion 
that I asked you to locate as much of the information as possible. 

By using your efforts as a baseline I think we will gradually be able 
to resolve much of this confusion. 

# 

I think that we now have the machinery for keeping the records 
reasonably correct in the future. By funneling all of the banding 
data through the warehouse Doug will be able to pull all pertinent 
data. Also if Mary will automatically record all interisland reports 
from non-project people and if each person (PSH, JC, etc.) will will 
turn his over to her, we will have that end covered. How can I be 
optimistic with so many ifa?? The pilot study using the Cromwell data 
for ADP should soon be completed (few months) and we intend to use 
this as a lever to get all of our banding data carded as well. 

We will try to work out the duplications on the tagged bird sightings. 
Some of these were made before the tag forms were standard items. Streamered 
birds which are collected ARE being re orted on standard sighting forms, 
Unless eomeone has erred, however, the information is also included on the 
form. Reports are not being made on birds retunred, collected or other¬ 
wise picked up on Sand or “ohnston Atoll. The collected birds that I 
referred to were taken at sea or on the islands. 

Thanks again Cam for the prompt serlrice . By the way, we hear 
that a young lady from N. Z. is planning to Join the ranks of the 
wedded. Is this a secret? Good luck at Cornell and let us hear from 
you from time to time. Thanks again. 


sincerely. 




INDIANA UNIVERSITY 



The Southeastern Campus 



AREA CODE 8 12 
TELEPHONE BUTLER 2-4327 


January 18, 1966 


WARDER PARK 
JEFFERSONVILLE, INDIANA 47130 


Mrs. Jane Church 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 20560 


Dear Jane: 

Happy New Year to you also] You and Binion are doing your 
spring-housecleaning early this year. I wrote to Chuck on January 
12th concerning my plans to study the mouse eyes so I assume that 
he will ask you to ship them to me. Any data pertaining to the 
eyes (sex, date of collection, etc.) should accompany the eyes. 

Things are going well here. I plan to go to a professional 
society meeting in New Orleans "the first week in February—just 
missing Mardi GrasJ 

Thank you. 


Sincerely 



Ralph D. Kirkpatrick 
Assistant Professor of Zoology 


RDK/ldm 



Division of Birds 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20560 


January 14, 1965 


Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25t D.C. 


Dear Maryanna: 

Binion and Norm arrived about 11 :30 A.M. yesterday and 
Ralph just left on a 1 :00 P.M. flight for Honolulu# Binion has 
his reservations to fly out of here on the 21 st# One of these 
days, me tool 

Enclosed is a statement from the C.O. concerning our meal 
prices which I hope you will make retroactive to that date# Also, 
enclosed is an invoice for a shipment of specimens sent on the 
13th(yesterday)# There is also one copy on box number 1 as a 
packing list, and one copy here in our files# 

Thanks for getting all the goodies out here via the last 
personnel shipment# The calendar, however, is enough to turn one 
against sex - which is cheaper in the long run. Would you please 
send out about twelve BLACK Magic Markers. 

I’m having rqy folks send some of my winter clothes to the S#I# 
Please don't forward it to CARE or the Salvation Army but rather 
hold onto it for me# Also, I am expecting some galley proofs from 
the editor of the N#Y. Fish and Game Journal of the N#Y*S. Conservation 
Dept. Would you keep and eye out for that envelope and rush it 
out to me# 

I almost forgot, would you also send out a meter stick. Any 
other useful or useless items you have around will be gratefully 
received - if we can't use them we'll have a white elephant sale. 

If we can fing a white elephant to sell the stuff to# 

Wishing you were here(or I was there) I remain. 


On this island. 



Smithsoni N. Party 
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USCG LORAN Station 
APO San Francisco 96305 
January 4, 1964 


Mrs* Maryanna Smellow 
Division of Birds 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25* D.C. 

Dear ^aryanna: 

Would you please route this request for materials through 
the POBSP supply personnel and have the following items sent to 
us: 

25 Large(9 1 /2** X 12") raanila envelopes 
6 typing erasers 

Also, would you see if you can get Mr* Lehner's excess 
, baggage allowance for MATS increased from 501bs. to 1501bs* This 
will be necessary if he is to bring any specimens off of Sand* 

To date* we have not heard from the cannon net shipment* 


Sincerely yours. 



Smithsonian Party 





















